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= N the vayesof Ling H«nry the art. 
Wt Cf - who wastbefarſt king that inſtitutes 
- the high court of Parliament, there li⸗ 
ud nine men, which ic2 the trade of 
Clothing , were famous thzoughout 
all England. CU{hich Art in thoſe 
dais was held in high reputation, both 
d in teſpcit of the great riches that thers 
by 1 was gotten. as alſo f the beneſite it bꝛought to the whole 
Common wealth: the ronger ſons ot knighes and gentlemen, 
to whom their fithers would leauc no lands, were moſt com⸗ 
monly pꝛetetred to iearne this trade, tc the end that therby they 
might line in cod e ſtate, t dʒiue fozth their dates in p2oſperity. 
Among all Crafts, this was the only chiefe, foz that it was 
the greateſt matchandize, by the which our Countrey became 
famous thzough all Nations. And it was veti thought, that 
tbe one hal:c ef the cople in the landliued in thoſe dates ther- 
by, and in ſuch god ſozt, that in the Common-wealth there 
was few oz no beggars at all: po ze people, whom God light- 
ly bleſleth with moſt childzen , dd bp meanes of this octupa⸗ 
tion ſoo2der them, that by the time that they were come to be 
Gre oz (eanen veares of age, thep were able to get thetr owne 
bzead : Idleneſſe was then bamſched our coaſt, ſo that it was 
a rare thing to heare of a thicfe in thoſe dayrs. @herefozeitf 
was not without canſe that Clathiers were then both honou⸗ 
red and loued, among whom theſe nine perſons in this Kings 
apes wrre of great tredit, viʒ Thon a; Cole of Reading, Gray 
of Glouceſter, Su:ron of Sali burie , Ficzallen of Ulozcefter, 
(commonly called William o? Moꝛteſter) J om Doue of Exte⸗ 
ter, and vimnon of South hanipton , alias Su:;-broath ; who 
were by the Ring called, The fire weathy huſbands of the 
Wef, Then were there thza lung in the Rosch, to 
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ſay, Cuibert of Kendall, Hodgekins of Ballitax, and Martin 
Byram of Panchefter .. @nory one of theſe kept a great num⸗ 
re enn woos, ſpinners, cardsrs, weauers, fullers, 
» ſheremen, androwers, to the great admiration of all 
— e that came into the houſes them. 

Now vou ſhall vu derſtand theſe dallant Clothiers by rea- 
ſon of their dwelling places, ſeperated themſelues in tha ſe⸗ 
uerall companies: Gray at᷑ Glouceſter, Wil imat Mbateſter, 
and T homas of Reading, becauſe their ioꝛnę to London was 
all one wan, they cenucrcedcommonly together . And Dove 
ofExcetcr, Sutton of Salſbmie and Simon of South-hamp- 
ton, they in like ſozt kept companvithe one with the other. 
meting euer altogether at Bazingſfoke:amd the ij noꝛtherne 
Clothiers did the like, who commonly did not mat, till they 
came to Boſoms Inne in London. 3 

Poꝛeoner. foz the loue and nelight that theſe weſferne 
men had each in o:hers company , they did ſo pꝛouids, that 
their waines and themſelues would euer merte vpom one day 
in London at Iarrats hall, ſurnamed the Gyant , fog that he 
ſurpaſſed all other men ol that age, both in ſtaturee ffrength! 
whoſe meriments and memozable dædes, A will ſct downs 
vuto you in this following diſcourſe. | 


How Kin Henry ſought the ſauour of all his ſubiects, ke | 
cially of the Clothiers, Chap 3 

bw ing Henry, who foz his ente wiſe- 
dome was called Beauclarke, being the third ſon to the 
renowned Conqueroz i after the death of his bzother 
Wilam Rufus, twke vpon him the gouegnment. of 
this land, in the abſence of his ſecond bzother Robert Dukeof 
No2mandy,who at this time was at warres againſt the Infl- 
dels, and waschoſen Ning of Jeruſalem, the which he, foz the 
loue he bare to his owne country, refuſed. and with great ho- 
nour retnrned from the holy Land; of whoſe comniing when 
King Henry vnderftod , knowing he would make clapmeto 
thecrowne , ſought by all meanes poſſible to winne the gad- 
will of his Nobility 4 (a get the fauoz of the Commons by cur- 


telle 


« — f cloth > conuning ts 
London; and ſaing them — — — 
. 
o 
dy and by the Kingaſked an other, ſaping ; Uthofe cloth is all 
this Olo Coles (quoth ha 1) and ageine arone after he aſked 
the ſame — 22 — Old Coles. 
Anditisto be remembzed, that the King met them in ſuch a 
place , fo narrow and freight , that he with all the reſt ot dis 
krains, were faine to ſtand vp cloſe to the hedge , whilell the 
carts paſſed Ly, the which at that ſime being in numter aboue 
two hundzed, was niere hand an houre ere the King could get 
rome to be gone: lo that b his dong tay, he beganne to be diſ⸗ 
ng z although ſhe adniiration ot that ſight did much qnali⸗ 
his furio 5 but bea ing out in diſcontent, byreaſonof his 
ſap, be app bee thought ode Cole had got a Commiſſion foz 
all the ca in the Countrey to carry hiscloth . And how if he 
baue (quoſh'one of the Mainemen) voth that grieue pou, 
god (ire Yea. god ſir, ſaid our King, what ſap vou to that: T he 
fellow ſceing the king {tn aſking that queſtion] to bend his 
bꝛowes, thongh he knew not what he was, pet being avaſht, 
he anſwered thus: hy fir; it vou be angry, no body tan hin⸗ 
der pou; fo2 poſſible ux, you haue Auger at commandement. 
The king ſeing him in vttering of his woꝛds to quiuer and 
quake, laughed heartily at him, as well in reiped ol hit m 
anltwere, as at his feare 2 and ſo ſ@he after the laſt wame went 
by, which gaue pꝛeſent pallage vnto him and his Qubles : and 
entring into commmication ot the commoditie of 
clothing, the king gaue oz der at his home returne , to haue 
Did Cole bzought befoze his Maieſtie, fo the intent he might 


paus conkerence with him , noting him to be a (ubiectof great 
A 3 ability. - 


-bis body. But now we will leaue the King to his 


pany 
ning pꝛauided a god bzeakefaſl foz them: and when ther had 
well refreſhed themElucs, they tone their hoꝛſes and toe an 


towarvs the Citis ; aud in their journey William of * 


— ——w b _ — 
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ability Bur ky thai time ho roms within a mils of Stanes, he 
met an other company ol waines in like ſo2t laden with cloth, 
whereby theKing was dziuen into a further admiration: any 
demanding whoſe they were, anſlver was mare in this (o2t: 
They be godman S sttons of © aliſhury, d lx: and by that 
time a ſcoze of them were paſt, be aſhedagains,ſavping : whoſe 
are theſs ? Stutons of Baliſbarp(quoth they)and ſo till, as ofs 
ten as the King aſked that queſtion, they anſwerd, Sutcons of 
Saliſbury. God ſend me many ſuch Sutton, ſaid the king, 
And thus the farther het trauelięd weſfivard , moze woines. 
and moze he met continually: vpon winch occaſion be ſaid to 
hes Robles, That it would neuer grieue a King to die foz the 
defence of a fertile countrie and faithfull ſabiccts . J atwayes 
thought (quoth he) that Englands valour was moze than her 
wealth, yet now I ( her wealth ſeffictent to maintaine her 
balour, which J will f&k to cheriſh in all J map, and with my 
S wo3d keepe my ſelfe in poſſeſſion of that J haue. Kings and 
Louets can bzoke no paxtuers, andthereto2elct n. bother 
Robert thinke , that although bee was hepꝛe to, England by 
birth, yet Jam King by poſſeſſion. All his faucurers J muſt 
accout t my fves,and will ſerue them as J did the — — 


earle of @h2ewibury,whoſe lands ] baue ſei ed, nc, 
vine 


to Wales , and waiting his heme returne, in the meane tus 
tell yon ofthe meting of theſe jolly Clothiers at London. 


| How William of Worceflcr, Gray of Gloucelter, and old 
Cole of Reading mei all together at Reading, & of their cums 
munication by the way as they 10deto — Chap. 2. 


1 af Glouceſter, and William of W8zte 
ſer were come ts Reads Acco2dingto their cue 
ſtone, they always called ald Cole to haue his cam 


to London, who alſo duly attended their comming, ha« 
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ber aſked tem if ter haBnothoarb of the Ecleof Moraigne 
his oſcapeout of the tand: hat is de fled quoth Gra: maſs 
much of that matter, being in ſuch great regard with the king 
as he was 2 but A pzay you, vo'you not knotv the cauſe ot his 
going quoth, Cole? The common repazt, quoth Gray, is this 
that the toustons erie; who though « greedy deſire, neuex leit 
begaingot the King fb3 one thing 82 other, and his temueit be- 
ing note denied him, ofmere obſtinacie and wilfull froward- 
nefſe,hath bantthed himſelfe out of the land, aud quite fozſaken 
the Coemtrepof Coznewall, hauing made a vow neuer to ſet 
fote within England againe.and as repo2t goeth, de with the 
late baniſht Earls ot Shzrwſbury, hans ioyned themielttes w 
Robert duke ol Nogmandy, againſt the king the which antou 
ok theirs hath inflamed the kings w2ath that their Ladies 
with their chtidzen are quits tarnod out of does ſuccozleſſe £ 
friendleſſe, ſo that as it is told me,they wander vp and dawne 
the countrie like fozloznepople, and although many do pittis 
them pet few do reia us them. 

Alamentable hearing, qs Muliam of Monceſtex and with 
that caſting their eves ande, thopeſpied I om Dove with 
the reit of his companions camo viting tamete them, who 
1 fone as they were come thither . felt into ſach pieaſaunt 
diſcourſes , as did ſhozten the wap they had to Cole oke, 
whers atwaies at their comming towards London thep di- 
ned: and being entred into their Jane , acco2ding to ofde cus 
Toms; god thete was pzomived -foz them 1 foz- theſe Clo- 
Sers wete thocheefelf ghefts- that trauelled gong the way: 
and this was as furs as an acte of Parltament , that: Lo 
Doue contd not meat without muſicke, no2 d2mke 
wine with out women , ſo that his -hoffeſſe being a merrie 
wench, woutd often umes tali in twe-s) the of hex neigh» 
bours wines to keepe him companis, where , ers they parted, 
they were made as pleaſant as Pies. And this being a con» 
tmuait cuKome KkongeT them when they cant thither , at 
length thy womens-huſbinds beganne fo taks exceptions at 
their wines going thithes t whereupon great controuerfie _ 
grew betweene them, in ſuch ſozt, = whenthep o_ mott © 
A 4 reUrapned 


-_—— 


The ploalant Hiſtory 
reſtlarnen, thenthey dad mot deſtre tun thiit wikes; 
now gip (quoth ther) mut we Þ de tied toour taſke,that wo 
may not dzimke with our friends: ſte, ie, vpon theſe yellow 
hoſe, will no other die ſexue your turne? haue weothus long 
bin your wines, and do you now miſtruſt vs? verily you eat 
two much ſale, ant that makes you grow chotericke, bavde bis 
vers iuoge allother the like, but in faith you hall. not bzivle 
vs ſo like Aſſes, but wee will go to our friend es, when wee 
are ſent fo2, and do you what you tan. Ulellquoth their huſ- 
bands, if you be ſo head · ſtrong, we will tame vou it is the du⸗ 
ty ofboneff women to obey theic huſbands ſayings . And of 
done men (quoth they ) to thinke well of their wines; but 
who do ſoner inpeach their credite, then their huſbands, 
charging them, ik they do bat ſmile , that they are ſubtill, 
and if they doe but winke, they account them wily, if ſad of 
countenance, then ſullen if they be froward, then are thep 
counted ſhzewes, and ſheepith , ik they be gentle: if a woman 
keepe her houſe, then you willſay the is melancholie, if ches 
walke ab20ade, then you cali her a gadder, a Putitane, if hee 
be pzefiſe, and a wanton, if ſhee be pleaſant; ſo there is no wo⸗ 
man in the wozld that knowes how to pleaſe you , that wes 
thinke our ſetnes accurſt to be matried wines, limng with 
ſo many woes. Theſe men, of whole company you fozwarne 
vs, are fo aught that euer weſawe ) both honelt and curte⸗ 
aus and in wealth farre beyond pour ſelues; then what rea⸗ 
ſon is there , why we ſhould refraine to vſite them? is their 
god will ſo much to be requited with ſcoꝛne, that their colt 
may not be tonuteruapled with our compaay ? if a woman 
be diſpoſed to play light of laue, alas, alas, do you thinke that 
you can pzeuent her? Nay, wee will aþide,by it, that the re- 
&raint ofliberty infozceth amen fo belewd: foz where a wo⸗ 
man cannot be truſted, ſhe cannot think her ſelle beloued, ano 
not beloued, what cauſ2 hath ſhe to care loʒ ſuch a onet there» 
foe huſvands,, refozme your opintons, and do not woꝛhe your 
owne woes, with our diſcredit, Theſe Clothiers, we tel you 
are iolly fellowes, and but in reſpec of our curtefie , t hep 


would ſcoʒne qur company. 
| The 


of Themas Readiop, 
The menheacingtheir wines fo tel to pleadfo; themen 
knew not how to anſwer, — they would put the bur⸗ 
den on their conſciences, it they Mt vntuſtiy with them, and 
ſo leſt hm to their owne willes . The women hauing thus 
conquered their huſbands coneeits , word not leane the ta- 
nour of their friends fo; frownts , and as abous the reſt Tom 
Dove was the moſt᷑ pleaſanteff, ſo was he had in mot reputa⸗ 
tion wilh the women , who fo2 his ſake made this Song, 

Welcome to towne , Tom Dove, Fom Dong, 

The merrieſt man alive, 

Thy company ſtill we loue, we love, 

God grant thee well ro thrive, 

And neue will de pait from thee, 

For better or worte, my 1oy , 

For thou ſhalt fill haue our good will: 

Gods bleſtir g on my ſweete Boy. 

This ſong went vp and downe thzough the whole countrey, 
and at length became a dance among thecommon ſdzt,ſo that 
Tom Dove, fo; his mirth and god fellowſhip, was famous in 
euery place. Now when they tame to London, they were 
welcome to the hoſt larrat the Grant and alone astheꝝ were 
alighted, they were ſaluted by the Marchants, who wayted 
their comming thither, and alwaies pzepared fv; them a coffs 
ly ſupper; wohere they commonly made thetr bargaine,and bp- 
on encry bargaine made, they itil vſed to fendſome tokens to 
the Clothters wines. The next mozningthey went to the hal, 
where they met the Nozthern clothiers , who greeted aue ans 
other in this ſozt, What, my maifters ot the Weſt, wel met: 
what cheere? what Ferre : Enen the beft cheere our Par- 
chantes could make vs, ( quoth Cray.) Chen pon could not 
chuſe but fare well, quoth Hogekinꝭ:and pou be weary of out 
company, adieu quothj Sutton, Not ſo, ſayd Marti but ſhaſt 
wee not haue a game ere wee goe! Yes faith foz a hnndzed 
pounds, Mell ſapd,olde Cole, ſayd they:and with that Cole 
and Gray went to the dice with Martin and Hogekins; and 
the dice running on Hogekins de. Coles money began to 
waſle. Now by the Malte, quot 9 , my mony ſhznks = 
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badas noztherns cloth, When they had played long, Gray 
Fept to it and recouered the money that Cole ha d loſt. 
But while they were thus Nax ing. the reſt being delighted in 
contrary matters, euerꝝ man ſatiſſed his owne humoz. 

Tem Doue callcdfoz muſtcke, V Villiama of UWozceffer ſoz 
wine, Sutton ſet his delight in hearing merry tales, Simon 
of South-hampton got him into the kitchin , and ts the pots 
tage pot he goes, fo: he eſtæ:ned moze of ameſſeof pottage, 
than ofa veniſon paſtie. Now fir , Cutbert of Kendall was 
of another minde, fo2 no meate pleaſed him ſo wel as mutton, 
ſuch as was lacedina red pefticoate. And you ſhall vnder⸗ 
"ſtand , that alwayes when they went fo dice, they got into 
Boſomes Inne, which was ſo called of his nanie that kept it, 
who being a foule flouen , went alwares with his noſs.in his 
boſome, and one hand in his pocket, the other on his ſfaffe, fi 
guring fozth a deſcription oł cola winter, foz he alwaies woze 
two coates, two caps, two oz thzw paire of ffockings , and a 
high paire of ſhoes , ouer the which he dzew on a great patre 
of lined flippers, and pet he would oft complaine of cclv,wter- 
foze of allmen generally he was called Old Bo'ome , and his 
bouſe Boſoms Jnne. 

Chis lamp ofcold ice had lately married a yong wife, who 
was as wilp as ſhe was wanton, and in hir company did Cur- 
bert onely delight, andthe better to make paſſage to his lone, 
de would often thus cammune with her: J mule god wife, 
guoth he. Gov wife, quoth che? Uerily ſir, in mine opinion, 
there is none god but god, and therefoze tall mee Miſtreſſe. 
Then ſaid Cutbe it, Faire Pilkreſſe, Jhaue often muſed.thaf 
you being fo pzoper a woman, could ius in your heart foz to 
match with ſuch a greaſle Carle as this, an euill mannered 
mate, a foule lump of kitchin ſtuffe, and ſuch a one as is in- 
deed a ſcoancof men; how can pou like him that all women 
millikes ? oz loue ſuch a loathſome creature? me thinks verily 
it ſhould griene pon fo lend him a kiſſe, much moze to lie with 
him. Indeed fir, quoth ſhe, J Fad but hard ſoztunt in this re- 
fpect, but my friends would haue it ſo. e ftuly np tkingend 
my lone toward him are alike , henencr had the one, nog ne⸗ 


ner 
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ner ſhall get the other: yet A may ſay to you, befoze I marri- 
ed him, thers were diners pꝛoper young men that were ſu⸗ 
tozs vnto me, who loued mee as thetrlines, and glad was he 
that could gel my company , thoſe were my golden dayes, 
wherein my pleaſure abouaved, but theſe are um yeeres of cars 

and griefe , wherein my (ozrowes exceede. g man re- 
gards-1e, no man cares foz me, and albeit in they might 
beare au god will, yet who dares theww it? and this is a double 
grieke, he carries ouer me ſo iealous a mind. that J cannot 

loke af a man, but pzeſently he accuſeth me ofinconftancy, 
althongh (J p2ote®) withont cauſe. 
And tatroth quoth Cutb. be ſhould haue canſe t 
fo ſomewhat, were J as you. As ſute as J line, and is he chal, 
quoth che, if he ds not change his bias. Cutb. hearing her ſay 
fo, beganne to-grow further tn requeftmg her fauoz, withing he 
might bs her ſeruant and ſectet friend,and the better to obtain 
his deſice, be gaue her diners gifts, infomuch that the began 
ſomethang to liſten vntohim : and albeit the liked well of za 
ſpeechcs, pet would ſhee blame him, and take him vp very 
ſhozt ſometimes ſoꝛ the ſame. till in the end, Cutbert fhewed 
hnnſelfets be deſperate , ſaying he would dzviwne himlelfe 
tathex then liue in her diſd ine. O myſweete heart not ſo, qv 
ſhe, God fozbia 4 ſhould be the death ot any man ; Con:foze 
thy ſelfe, kind Cutbert, and take this k'Ce in token ot further 
kindnefſe , and if thou Walt haue my fanovr , thou mult bes 
wiſe and cirtumſped, and in my huſbands ſight J would al- 
wayes haue thee to finde fault with my doings, blame n bad 
bulwifery, diſp;ayſe my perſon, and take erteptions at eue⸗ 
ry thing , whereby he wilt be as well pleaſed, as Simon of 
Souty-hampton with a meſſe of Pottage. 

Deore miftrffe quoth ho, J will fulfill your charge to the 
bttermo?f ,ſo that vou will not take mp ieſt in earneſt. Hhee 
anſwered, Thy fouleſt ſpeeches J will eſteeme the layꝛeſt and 
take eucry diſpꝛaiſe to be a pzayſef-om thee, turning ech wozd 
tothe contrary :andſo foꝛ this time adieu, god Cutb. fo ſup⸗ 
per time dzawes neere,e it it meet foʒ me ts lok foʒ my meat. 
With that down comes RR calling his wile, 2 
8 0 
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Vo Wlinitred, is ſupper teadyt they haue dans pain abus 
Therefoze let the Chamberlaine couer the tabie. Byandby 
buſband,qb, thee, it ſhall he done ſtraight war. Haw now m 
maſters whs wins qu. Cutb. Dur mony wales to the welt, 
qu. Martin: Cole hath wen fozty li. of me, E Gray hath gat- 
ten well: the beſt is go, Hogckins, they willpay ſ our ſap- 
per: Then let vs haus god lloze of ſacke, qpSurton.Content, 
/ yd Cale, fo Ipzomile you, J ſtrine nat to grow rich by das- 
plaping,therefozecall fo2 what you will, I wilpay foz all. ea 
ſayd Simon / Chamberlaine, e bzing a whole potieof 
pottage foz me, Row Tom Doue had all the Fidlers at a 
beck of his &ager, which follow him vp and downe the cttie, as 
diligent as little Chickens after a hen, and made a vowe, that 
there ſhould want no muſtcke, And at that time, there lined 
in London a muſician of great reputation, named Reior, 
who kept his ſeruants in ſuch coftly garments, that they 
miaht ſeeme to come befo2e any Pzince, Their Coates were 
Mok one colour; and it is ſapd, that afterward the nobility 
of this Land, noting it foz a ſeemely ſight, vſed in uke maner 
fo keepe their men all in one livery , This Reior was the 
moſt (kilfulleſt muſictay that lined at that tune whoſe 
wealth was very great, ſo that all the inſtruments whereon 
bis ſeruants playd, were richly garniſhed with ſtuddes of ifs 
uer, and ſome gold: the bowes belonging to their Utolings 
were all likewi'e of pure ſiluer . Me was alſo foz his wile” 
dome called to great office inthe city, who alſo buildedſ at his 
nne colt) the pꝛioꝛp and holpitall of Samt Bartholomew in 
Smith field, his ſeruants being the belt confozt in the City, 
were by Tom Doue appointed to play befoze the vong pin 
ces, Zhen ſupper belughzought to the bozd they ail ſat don, 
and by and by aftcr comes vp their da, who take his place 

among them: and anone after, the gaywiſe in a red piticoat t 

a waſtcoat, comes among them as white as aLilly , ſaying, 

Dy maſters, you are welcome, J pzay you be merry, Thus 
falling cloſe to their meat, when theyhad well fed, they fo 
lepſureto talke one with another ; at what time Cutb. began 


thus tofinde fault, is my hoaſt, quoth be,you haue a wiſe 
be] buſwiſe 


\ 
— 


—— 
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buſwiſe fo your wife , betis is meate d ans fathion, 
God lenogmeat,and the diuei ſernns eaten. Why what alles 
the meat,quoth che; ſernes it nat your uin: detter mon 
then vourſelle ars content withall, but a paultty compani- 
an is euer wozll to pleaſe. Away, pou fluttiſh thing, qa. Curb. 
your huſband bath a ſweete is of pou: J muell ſuch a 
graue ancient man would match himlelſt with ſuch a young 
giglet,that hath as much handſomones in her as god huſwil⸗ 
ry, which is iuſt nothing at all. Mell fir, ſayd ſhe, in regard 
of my huſbands pꝛeſence J am lothto aggranate anger,other- 
wiſe J would tell the thy one. Gs to, what neeve all this, 
quoth the company : in god faith, Gutb. pou are too blame, 
you find fault wherenone is. Tuth, J muſt ſpeake my mind, 
quoth Cutbert, J cannot diſſemble , A truſt the gadman 
thinks neuer the wozſe of mee, ſo J haue his god will, what 
the fonle enmll care J foz his mies. Enough , quoth Tom 
Doue, let vs with muſtcke romeue theſe b;abbles, we meane 
to be merxx, and not melancholy. Then ſapd ol Cole , How 
truſt me Cutbert, we will haue our hotels and you friends 


. — dete, woman, 3 dzinke to you , and regard not 


he is bzabling whereſocuer he comes. Nuoth 
the , nothing grieues meſo much, as that he ſhonly 
thus openty checke ms, if he had found in thing amtille , he 
might haue ſpied a better time to tell me ot it thennowe, y= 
wis he neede not thꝛuſt my bad huſwifery into my huſbands 
head, J ligne not ſo quietly with him, God wot : and with 
that ſhe wept. Tome Cutb. quoth they dzinke ts her, e walk e 
bandes and bee friendes. Come on, you puling baggage, 

quoth he, J d2iake to pou here will you pledge me and ſhatre 
hands ? No quoth ſhce ) J will ſee thee choakt fleſt ſhike 
hands with thec ! 5 will ſhake hands with the dineilafſone; 

Goto, ſayde her huſband, you ſhall ſhike handes with him 
then, ik you will not ſhake hands. Ile ſhaks pou : what, pou 
young hulwife. Mel huſband. ſayd ſhe, it bzcomes a woman 
to obey her huſband in regard whereof, J dxink fo htm. Thats 
well (aydquoth the company; ans ſo ſhe tok ber leaue x went 
downe. and within a while after, they * the ſhot, 4 depar- 
1D 3 ted 
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fed thence to Garrats hall, where ther went ts their lodging 
and the next day they tale their wayhomeward all together: 
aud comming to Calebzoke, they tal vp their lodging: and - 
it was Coles cuſtome to deliuer his money ts the gast of 
the houſe tokxpe it til mozning, which in the ende turned to 

bis v{ter deſtruction, as hereafter ſhallbe ſhewed. | 


How Grayes wife of Glouceſter, with one or two more 
of her neighbours, went to the fayre, where ſeruants came 
to be hyred, and how ſee toke the Earke of Shrewenurice 
Davghte into her ſeruiee. Cha p- 3. 


T was wont to be an old cuſtome in Gloneefterſhire, that 
at a certaine time in the pet re, all ſuch poung men and mai 
dens as were out of ſerutce,reſozted to a fairs that was kap 
neare Glouteſter.there to be ready foz any that would come 
ko hive them, the pong men ted all on arow on the one fide, 
the maydens on the ol her. At came to paſſe, that the Earle of 
Shzetvſburyes daughter, whoſe father was lately baniſhed, 
beeing dziuen into great diſtreſſe, and weary with trauayle, as 
one whoſe delicate life was neuer_vſed to ſuch t ber 
downe vpon the high war live, making this lament; 
O falſe and deceitfull wozlo, qv ſhe! who is in thee that 
wiſhes not to berid of thee, foz thy extreamitiesare great? 
Thou art deceitfull to all, andtruſty fs nons, Foztune is thy 
tre ſur et who is like thy ſeife, wauering and vnconſtant che 
ſetteth vp tyꝛants beateth downe kin gs, giueti ame to ſom 
and renowne to others: Foztunegiueth theſe euils, and we ſet 
it not: with her hands ſhe toucheth vs, and we feels it not, ſhe 
treads vs vnderſate, and we know it not: ſhe (peaks in our 
eates, and we heare her not: che cries aloud, and we vnderſfand 
der not: And why? becauſe we know her not untill. miſery 

doth make her maniſelt. | 
Ah my deare father, well maiſt thou do. Df all miſfoztunes 
it is moſt vnhappy to be foꝛtunate: and by this wiſfbvztune 
came my fall. Mas euer god Lady bꝛought to this extremi⸗ 
tet What is become of m rare — 
us 
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my waitnſg ſorumnts, n flenns,nuv 
all my ? inp pieaſtice is banitht by diſpleaſure, 
my ens fade foe rm eee keaſting tur⸗ 
ned to laing, my rich array confuned to ragges , and my 
tewels decke out my chieteſt enemies i therein of all things 
the meaneeſtate is bett, wich ſurety , ia better than 
honour rnerd with feare : God hath alotted me to this 
maleryol lie, I . TEES 
earry a mindanſwerable to my miſſaztunes, icon this vaing 
title ol Ladyſhip, how little doth if auauis the diſtreſſid? 
ns, I mult therefoze fozget my birth and parentage and 
no imoze cn my fathers houſe , J was wont fo beſer- 
ned , now will 1 learne to ſerue, and plaine Meg hall be mx 
name: god Lo grant I may get a god ſeruice, nay am ſer- 
nice ſhall ſerue, where J may haue meat, dzinke and apparell. 
She had no ſoner ſpoke theſe wo2ds , but ſhe eſpied a couple 
of maidens moze comming towards her; who were going to 
the faire; and bidding her god mo2row , aſked her if ſhe went 
to thefaire. Yea mary qd the, J amapezemanscbils chat is 
out ol lat uite, and J heare that at the Dtatute fotkes vo come 

of le to hire ſernants. True it is ſaid the maidens, and 
gos we fo; the ſame purpo'e, and would be gtad of your 
ny . With a gad will, and J am right glas of yours, 
the, beſaching pou god maidens you will doe me the fa- 
nout, to tell me what ſeruice were beſt faz me; foꝛ the moze 
to blame mp parents,they would ner put me wb to know 
any thing. TUby what can you do (quath the maivens)} can 
you bzew and bake, make butter anucherſe, and reape coat 
well? No verily ſaid Pargearef, but J would be right glad to 
learne to do any thing iwvbatſocuer it te. It youconld ſpin 02 
card ſaid another, you might do txtelient well with aclothicr, 
fo; they are tbe beſt ſeruices that J know, there you ſhall va 
ſure to face well, and to hue me xilp. 

Then argaret wept ſaying(alas)iwhat ſhail I dor J was 
never bought vp to thefe things. What can you doe not hing 
quoth they?” No truly (quoth ſhe) that is god fo; any thing, 
but A can tea de, and wzite and ſowe, @moſkull A 9 — 

dle, 
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nirdle, and a little en my Lute : but this, A ſvpWSlllpzogt me 
nothing. God Lo2d, quoth they, are you bokifh#we did ne- 
nett heare ofa mayde befbze that could read and mite. And 
although you can do ns other thing, vet poſſibly youmay get a 
ſeruice,if vau can behave pour ſetfe mannerly. J pzay you qv. 
mother, ſeing you are bekiſh , pill vou do ſa much as to 
read a lone letter that is ſent 2 F was at a ends of 
mine with it, and he was not at home, and ſo J know not 
what is in it. J p2ay vou let me ſee it quoth Margaret, and 
wilt thew pou. MU ere upon ſhe readeth as followeth. 


O lenny my toy , I die for thy love, 
Andnow l heareſay that thou doſt remoue: 


And therefore, Iensey, I pray thee recite 
V Vhare I ſhall meete thee ſoone at niht. 


2 


For why , with my maſter no more will I ſtay, 
But for thy loue I will runne away, 

O lenny, leony, thou puttſt mee to payne, 
That thou no longer wilt here rewayne. 


I will weare out my ſhoes of Nears Leather, 
But thou and I will mecte together, 

And in ſpite of Fortune, Rat, or Moule, 

VVe will dwell in one houſe. 

For who doth not eſteeme of thee, 

Shall haue no ſeruice done of met 
Therefore good lenny, haue a care 

To meete poore Fragment at te fayre. 


Now alas, god ſoule(quoth Jenny) thinke he be the kin- 
deft young man in the woꝛld. The reft anſwered , that he ſe⸗ 
med no leſte, and ſurely it appeareth that he is a pꝛetty witty 
fellow quoth one of them, how finely he hath wzitten his let⸗ 
ter in rime, truſt me, J will gine pou a god thing, and let me 
haue a copy oft to ſendtomy ſwoet hart:that vo ſhall, u all 


my heart + ſo cõming to the fairs, they tok vp their ſtanding. 
; Within 
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Mithin a while after, godiife Gray of Glaucefler cane 
thither to ſt020 her ſelle of diuers commodities i and heit cher 
had boght what ſhe would, (the told her noighbo2 the ha, great 
need of a matd ſeruanf oz twaine : neigh⸗ 
boz go with me and let me haue your opinion. Mlith a god 
wil, ſaid her neighboz . and together they wert, and laing und 
viewing the maidens ouer, ſhe take ſpecial notice of Parga- 
ret. Beleene me, quoth ſhe , there ſtands a very p2oper maę⸗ 
den, and one of a modeſt and comely countenaunce. UAerily, 
ſatd her neighboz, ſo the is, as euer J loked bpon. 

The mapden ſering them to viety her ſo well, was ſo aba 
ſhed, that a ſcarlet colour onerſpzed her lilly cheeks; which the 
woman ning, came vntoher, and aſked if ſhe were wil⸗ 
ling fo ſerus. Themayd with a low carteſle, and a moſt gen- 
fleſpeach , aunſwered it was the onely cauſe ol her comming, 
Can you ſpinne 02 card, ſaid godwife Gray ? Truely Dame, 
ſaid ſhe, though my cunning therein be but (mall, my god wil 
to learne is great, and J truſt, my diligence ſhall content pou. 
What wages will you take, quoth god wife Gray? J will 
referre that ſaid Margaret, to pour conſctence and curteſie de⸗ 
ſiring no moze than what J ſhall deſerue. Then aſking 
counfry woman ſhe was the maiden wept ſaying , 
Dame, J was vntimely bozne in Shzopſhire,of paze parents, 
and pet not ſo n&dy as vnfoztnnate , but dea! h hauing en- 
ded theirſozrowes , hath left me to the cruelty of theſe enu- 
ons times, to — parents trage dy with my fronbles. 
TUhat matden! qd het Dame, haue you a core ts do peucbu- 
ſines, and to line in Gods feare, and you ſhall haue no care to 
regard Foꝛtunes frewnes. and ſo they went home together. 

Now, ſo ſone as the godman ſawe her, he aſked his wife 
where ſhe had th rt maiden She ſat". at the faire. Ahr then 
quoth he. thou haſt b;ought all the fare away and J doubt it 
were better oz vs, to ſend the faire to another towne, than 
to kep the fate here. Why man, quoth the, what meane you 

by that? Uoinen I mtane this, that the will pꝛeue a Load- 
ſfone to dꝛa w the harts of al my men after her, and ſo we thal 


haue wife ſrruice done or all tides. Then \:td dis wife, I hope 
C buſb ind, 


. 
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huſband, Pargaret will baus a better cars both to her owne 
crodgt , and ourcommodity then io, and bet ne alons to laks 
fo ſuch matters. Jothy name Pargaret (quoth her mnalllere ) 
paoper is thy nana to thy perſon, faz thon att a pearloindoed, 
dient, and rich in beauty. 
Vis wii hearing dim ſay ſo, began to change her opiniqn: 
What haſband (quoth the) is the wind at that doze pad 
you to like pour maid ſo well? J 2oubt'J had moſt nee 
fo your iriſe: befoze God, J hadrather then an angell I had 
choſen ſome other : bat heare peu maydzpou (hall pack _ 
3 will nat nourith a inake in my boſome , and ther 
rou gone, I will none of pou, pz20uide a ſeruice — 
The mapden hearing her ſay ſo , fell downs on her knees; 
t beſonght ber ſaying , xD ſweet dame, be not fo cruell to mae. 
to turne me out of dozes now: alas, J know not whore to 
go, oꝛ what to do , if pon fozſake me. O let not the faving 
beauty of my face diſpople me of your fauoʒ: fog rather then 
that ſha ll hinder my ſeraice,this my knife ſhall ſone diſſigure 
my face, and J will bantſh beauty as my greafclt enen 
And with that her abundant teares ſtopped der (perch , that 
ſhe could not vt tet one woꝛd moze. 
Nhe woman ſeing this could not harbour anger longer. 
noz could tet maſter ſtay m the rome foz wæping? Mell 
ret, ſayd her dame little knowing that a Lady knealed 
befoze het) vſing thy ſelfe well. A will keepe thee aud thou ſhalt 
haue mp god mill, if thou gouerne thy ſelfe with wiſdom ; and 
ſo the ſent het about her buſineCe, er huſ hand comming to 
ſupper. ſapd, -ow now! wife,axt thou ſo doubt full of me, that 
thon haſt put away ih mayden? Jwis(qy. ſhe)you are a wile 
man, to ſtand pzayſing of a maydes beauty befoze her face. 
t pou a wiſe — he) to grow tealons without a cauſe. 
So to ſupper they went, and becauſs Margaret ſhewed her 
ſelle of fineſt behautour aboue the reft , ſhe was appointed to 
walte on tbe table. And it is to be vaderffod, that Gray did 
neuer eate his meate alone but ſtill had ſome of his As- 
- with him beloze whom he called his mapd, ſaying , Margaict, 


come hither , Now becauſe there was another of the ſame 
name 
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nam in the houſe, lhe made anfivets, J callnot wen maiden, 
quoth be, but Margaret withthe lx hand. Mer which 
tune the was ener calledſo. 


How the Kings maicftie ſent for the Clothicrs , and of the 
ye tauourt which he did _ Chap.4. 
ng Henry pzoutding foz his vopage ints Francs, - 
R rarer me Duke of Nozmandy his 
owne other, commited the gouernewent of the Realm in 
bigabſence , to the \Biſhop of Haliſd1ry , a man of great wil- 
dome and learning, whom the King eſfemed high, and af- 
terward he thougbt god to ſexd foz the chieke Clothiers of 
England. who accozding to the kings ent cane to 
the tourt. and hauing licence to come befoze his aielfy , hee 
ſpake to this effec. : 

The ſtrength of a king is the loue and friendGhip of his 
people, and he gouerns ouer his Realme moſt ſurely, that 
ruleth tuſkice with mercy , la heeaught fo feare whom 
many do feare:therefoze the gonernours ofthe common wealth 
onght to obſerne two ſpeciali pzecepts, th one ia, that they fo 
maintapne the pzofit of the commons, that whativener in their 
calling they do, they releite it thereunto: the other, that they 
bee alwayes as well carefullouer the whole common wealth, 
as ouer any part thereof, leſt while they vp3sloe the one , the 
other be bzought to vtter decap. 5 ; | 
| Andfozaſinuch as J doe vndetſtand. and ane partly ſane, 
that you the Clothiers ol England axe noſuall benefit to the 
wealth publike , J thought it gow to know from your owne 
mouths, if there be any thing not yet grauntedthat may be- 
nefit von 03 any other thing taveremcued that dath hurt roa. 
The arcat deuie I haue to maintayne vou in your traves, 
hath moued me hereunto. Therefozs boldly ſay what yon 
would haus in the onethingoz theofher, x 3} kl grant if you. 

Eith that, they all tell downe von their knees, ans des 
| fired Gov to ſane his Maieſtp, and withall, requeſtedties 
dayes reipit to put in their anſwere: which was gmaunted, . 


And 1 they departed. 
nd thereupon they depar 5 wriden 


—— 2 
ſcaly there was was ſuch, that ther -wldnot ke@pe'themin 
, noz know how to keepe ther reckonings. The ſe⸗ 
cond thing whereof they found themlelues greened , was 


to no vie, becauſe it would not go currant, bat lay vpon their 
hands without p2ofite 02 benefit, whereof they pzayed refoz- 
mation. The third was a griefe , whereof Hodgekms of Ha- 
lyfarcomplayned , and that was ; that whereas the towne of 
Haiyfax lined altogether vpon clothing, and by the reaſon 
of kalle bo2derers + other euill minded perſons, they wereoft 
robbed, and hav their clothes carried out of their fieldes, 
where they were d2ying, that it would pleaſe his Þaiefty to 
grant the towne this' paiuiledge, that whofoener hee was 
that was taken ſtealing their cloth , might pzeſently with- 
out any further triall be hanged vp. UWlſhen the day of their 
appearance apmoched, the Clothiers came befoze the King, 
and deliuered vp their pctition in waiting', which bis Maie⸗ 
ſky moſt gractoufly peruſing, ſayd , he was ready to fulfill 
their requeſt: and therefoze foz the firſt poynt of their petiti⸗ 
on, he called fo2 a ſtaffe to be bzought him, and meaſuring 
thereupon the iuſt length of his owne arme, deliuered it to 
the ciothiers,ſaying , This meaſure ſhalbe called a yard , and 
no other meaſare thoughout all the Realme of England ſhall 
be vſed foz the ſame , and by this (hall men buy and ſell, and 
we wil ſo pꝛouide. that whoſoener he be that abuſeth our ſub⸗ 
lects by any falſemeaſure , that he ſhall not onely pay à fine 
fo2 the ſame to the king, bat alſo haue his body pumntſhedby 


impꝛiſonment. And as concerning the ſecond poynt of your 
petition, becauſe of my ſudden departure out of the oo 3 


LY 


England, ret (ama the co:rupt wozld is mrownemozebel 
all wickedwes, 3 — — abr 


and if heareafter you finvany other thing that may be | 
you, it hall be granted; foz no longer would de Ar 


* von ben J bane care fog the god of ide commons 


. Bis 
word them, ſays that at his home 
graceofGod)vilit them. 
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How the Clothiers had provided a ſnmptuous feaſt for the 
Kings ſonues, prince Wilbamand prince Richard at Ger- 
gards hall , ſhewing alſo what — befell Cutbeit of 


Kendall at that ſame inſtant. Chap. 5. 
T, Clothiers departing from the court in a merry minde, 
iopfull of their gwd ſucceſſe,each ons to other pꝛailed and 
magnified the Kings great wiſedome and vertue“ commend- 
ing alſs his affabilitie and gentle diſpoition, ſo that Hodge- 
kins affirmedon his faith , that bee had rather ſpeaks tothe 
K'ngs maieſtie, than to many Juſtices of peace. Jndeed(ſaid 
Cole) he is amoſt mild and mercifull pzince, and J pzay God 
be may long ratgne ouer vs. Amen ſaid the reſt. 
Then ſaid Cole, My maſters, ſhall we fo2get the great cur- 


teſte ofthe Kings ſonnes, thaſe ſ wert and gentle pzinces.that 
fill ſhewed vs fauonr in our ſuite? in my opinion it were rea- 


ſon to gratifie them in fome ſs2t, that we map not vtiterly be 
condemned of ingratitude: wherefoze(if you thinke god) we 
will pzepare a banquet fo2 them at our hoaſt Garrats, who as 
you know, hath a fairs houſe, and godly romes: Beſides, the 
man himſcife is ol a moſt couragious mind and god behaut- 
our, ſuffictent to entertaine a pꝛince; his wife alſo is a dains 
ty fine,Coke: all which conſidered, J know not afitter place 
in London. Tis true, quoth Sutton and if the reſt be 2 
Jiam pleaſed it halbe io. At thisſthey all anſwered, Pea , foz 
(quoth thep) it will not be paſſing foꝛty ſhillings apece , nd 
that we ſhall recouer in out crackt money, 

Being thus agreed, the feaſt wae pꝛepared Tom Doue 
quoth they , we willcommit the pzourving of muſicke to ther: 
and J ſaid Cole will inaite diuers of our marchants and their 
wines to the ſome. That is well remembzev, ſaid Gray. Ups 
on this tbey called to their hoaſt and hoſteſſe ſhewing their de⸗ 
tetminati n, who moſt willingly ſaid , all things ſhoulo be 
made ready, but J would haue two days liberty,ſapd the god 
wife to pꝛepare my houſe and other things. Conter.t,ſaid the 
Clothiers, in the meane (pare we will bid our geſts, and diſ⸗ 


patch 
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patch our other affaires. But Simon of Southhamptoncharg- 
ed his hoſtiſe, that in any caſe ſhi ſhouldnot fozget to make 
god ſfoze of pottage . It ſhall be done quoth ſhe. 

It is be fo remembzed, that while this p2eparation was in 
hand, that Cutbercof Kendal had not fo2got his kindnes to his 
hoftiſe of Woſames Jane. Therefoze finding time conuenient 
when her huſ and was ouerſering his haymakers , he gretey 
her in this ſozt, & werte hoſteſſe. thaugh J were the laſt time 
Iwag in towne, oner bold with vou, pet J hope it was not ſo 
offenſineto yon, as you made ſhewfo2. Bold mp Cut quoth. 
ſhe: thou haſt vowd thy ſelle my ſeruant. and ſobeing,you are 
not to be blain'd to2 doing what J wild pou. Bo my honeſtp, 
J could not chuſe but ſmile ta my (elfe , ſa ſone as I wasont 
of their ſight,fo thinke how pꝛettilp pou began pour bzabble. 
But now. quot he, we willchauge our chidings to kiſſings, 
and it ve reth me that theſe cherry lippes outd be ſubiect to 
ſuch a Lobcocke as the huſband. 

Subiec to him quath the! In kaith fir. no, J will haue my 
lips at as much libertyas my tongue, the one to fay what J 
lift, end the other to teach whom A like: Inttoth, ſhall J tell 
ther, (ubert, Þ charles weath ſmels ſo ſtrona, that J care as 
much foꝛ kiffing of him, as ſoꝛ loking on hun tis ſuch a miſs 
ſhzpen mizer, and ſuch a bundle of beaſtlyneſfe, that 3 can 
neuer thinke on him without ſpitting Fte vpon him, J would 
nip friends had carited me to my graue. when they went with 
me to the Church, to make him my huſband. And ſo ſheddiag 
a few diſſembling teares ſhe ſtopt. What my ſweete miſtreſſe 
(quoth he weepe pouꝛ Nay lit downe by my ſive, and 3 wu 
ſing theeoneofmy country Jigges fo make thee merry. Wilt 
thou in faith (quoth the) 2 Yes verily, ſayd Cutbert: and in 
troth, quoth ſhe , ił you fall a ſinging , J will ſing with you. 


That is well, you can ſo ſuddenly change your notes, quot 


Cut. then haue at it. 

Man. | .* Ong haue I lou'd this bonny Laſſe, 
yet duiſt not ſne the ſame. 

Wo, I herein ycu proud your ſelte au Aſſe, 

Man. I was the more too blame. 


Yet 


—— — — — — 


— 


— — —  — 


hows leer. to . | 
tr y 

Thy fend dry aun, 926d 

Wom. Thou at my owne ſweet bully. 


Man But when ſhall I enioy thee, 

delight of thy faire loue ? 

Wo. Eucnwhen thou ſceftthar modo 

all maner lets remoue. 
Man os will fold thee in my armes, 

dilly do, trang dilly, 

: 120 thee ſo from ſodaine harrnes. 
Wom. Thou art my owneſweet bully, 


Wom. My husband he is gone from home, 
you know it very well, 
Man Bur when will he returne againe ? 
VVo. Introth Icannot tell: 
If long he keepe him out of fight, 
Trang dilly do, trang dilly. 
Be ſure thou fhalt haue thy delight. 
Man Thouartmy bonny laſſy. 
While they were — this ſong, herhuſband being on a 
ſudden cone home, ſod ſecretly ina cozner and heard all, and 
bleſſing himſelfe with both his hands ſaxd S abominable diſ⸗ 
mulation, monſtrous hypocriſle, and are you in this humo2? 
can you bꝛawle together and fing together? Mell quoth he, 
will let them alone, and ſee alittle moꝛe oftheir kuanery. Ne- 
ucr did Catte watch Mouſe ſo narrowely , as J will watch 
them: And fo going into the Kitchin, he aſked his wife if it 
were not dinner lime. Euen by and by, huſband (quoth ſhe) 
the meat will be ready. P2eſently after comes iu Hodgekins 
and Martin, who ſtrayght aſked foꝛ Cutbert of Kendall , An⸗ 
ſwere was made, that he was in his Chamber, Do when they 
has called him, they went to dinner: then they requeſfed that 
their hoſt and hoſteſle woulv ſit with them. 
Puſband, ſaid ſhe,you may go it vou pleaſe: but as ſoꝛ me, 


will 


— — EEE —— ꝑT— 


— — — — 
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will deſire pardon. Nay, god wiſe, go bp ſaid her huſband. 
What woman, . haſ- 
bad, d. ſhe, do pon think that any can beare the flerts efrunps 
that Nozthern tie gane me the lat time hes was in 
fownee now God fo2gine me, J had as liefs ſ@ the diuell as (@ - 
him : Therefoze godhuſband. go vp yourfelfe , and let me a- 
tone,foz in ys ke ati neuer abide that Zacke while J liue. 
hy wm theſe wo2ds away went ber huſband, and thaugh he 
ſad little he thonght the moze. Now when he came vp, his 
ghelks hade him welcome. J p2ay you fit downe, god mine 
boa, quoth they, where is your wiſer what will not ſhe at 
with vs? No verily ſayd he, the {wlith woman hath taksn ſuch 
a diſpleaſuce againft Cutberr, that the {weares ſhe will neuer 
tome in his company Js it ſo, ſaid the other? then truſi me we 
are wel agreeta And I ſweare by um fatheis ſalc, quoth hes. 
that were it not moze fta god will o you, than loue to hex, J 
would neuer come to your houſe moze. I belerue it well, ſaid 
old Bofome. And ſo with ather communcation they dzoue out 
the time, til Dinner was ended. 
Atter they were tiſen, Mart t Hodgelins gat them fozth 
about their affaires, but C utb. tank his hoſt by the hand, ſaping, 
y hoſt, Jie go talk with your wife; ſoz my part J thought we 
had bene friends: but ſeeing her Komacke is ſo big e der heart 
ſs great, I will ſee what ſhe wl ſap to me; and with that hes 
ſdept into the kitchm, ſaying, God ſpeed you hoſfiſe.. It muf bs 
when you are away the,ſayd ſhe. What is your reaſen ſayd the 
other? Becauſe God nc ner comes where knanes ate pzefenc. 
Gipgeoddy dzaggletaile qd he, had J ſuch a wife, J would pzee 
ſent her tallow face to the diuell foz a tandle. Wath that Thee 
bent her bʒzewes, and like a furp of hel began fo fly at him days 
ing. Ahr, vou gag ⸗tthd Jack, you blinking compamon, get 
thee out of my Ritchin quickly, oz with my powdered Beete 
booth, J willmake pout pate as baldeas a Friers. 
Get me gone, gaoth he? thou ſhalt not bis mee tie: ont 
you durty heetes, you will make pour huſbands hayze grawe 
thzough his hod J doabt; and with that hee got hem inte the 
all ard ſate him downe on the bench —_ hoall, ts „ 
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he ſuyd: Tis pitty my bolt, that your aged 
quietneſſe, — befronbled with ſach omg queane. J. 
God help me God helpe me quoth the ald man; au ſo went 
toward the Steble which his wife watching ſodainly fert 
out and gane Cuthbert a kiffe. 

' Within an hore after, theoldman craftily c  fo3 bis 
Nag to ride to field: buf as ſwne as he vas gone, Cuthbert nd 
his Hoſtelſe were ſuch gd friends, that they got ints one ol 
the Were honſes and Þckt the de to them: but ber huſ⸗ 
band hauing ſet afppe fv the purpoſe, ſovainly turned backe, 
andeallcdto2 a capcaſe which lay in the Marehouſs. The ſex⸗ 
nantcould not find the key by any meanes. Whereupon hee 
talled to haue þ lock bꝛoke open. Which they within hearing, 
opened the doꝛt of their owne ardoꝛd. So ſone as her husbaus 
ſpted her in that plate, with admiration he ſayd O, the paſſion 
of my hart, oh at do you hcer?what vou two that cannot abide 
one another what make you ſo cloſe tog:ther:is pour thiding 
and rapling,b;abling and bꝛawling, come to this? M what diſ- 
ſemblers are theſe/ Ax. my hoaſt qd. Cutbei t what need you 
take the matter hott" J gauea Cheele to inp country man 
Hodgekins, to lay vp; and detiuered it ts your wife fo bee 
kept; and then is it not reaſon, that ſhe ſhould come and ſceke 
me my Cbeeſe: O, ꝗd the old man, belike the deze was lockt, 
becauſe the cheeſe ſhould not run away» Lhe doze ſaid his wilt 
vaknowneto vs clapt to it ſeife, and hauing a ſpꝛing lock, was 
pꝛeſenti faſt. Mel, huſ. wife, qd he; I will 82 you as much 
credit as a Crocad ile; but as foz your companion J will teach 
him to come hither to loke cherſes. | 

And with that he cauſed his men to take him pzeſently,and 
to binde him hand and fate. YUdich being done, they dzew him 
vn in a basket into the ſmokis louer of the hall. and there they 
did let him hang all that night, euen till the nert day dinner 
time, when he ſhould hane beene at the banquet with the pzin- 
cos :foz neither Hodgekins noz Martin could intreat dert in⸗ 
flamed haaſl to let him done. 

And in ſuch a heate was he dziuen with dꝛawing him vp, 
that he was faine to caſt off his gownes, his coats, and two 


Ss that loues 


ee was fo pottags, 
the pain 
tes ſawe, with a aniling countenance they laid, Sup Simon, 
theres gad b;oath, 02 elſe beſhzew our hoſtefſe : quoth he,ne- 
ger looking behind him to ſer who 1 
him on the ſhoulder. But god gan, how blanke he was ohen 
he ſpied them knowing not how to excuſe the matter. 


— haning ended their banket, Garrat cams, 
and with one of his hands tak the table of 16 fot long quite 
and 


kram the ground ouer their heads, from befoze the pzinces, 
ſet it on the other ſive ofthe hall, to the great apmiration of 
all them that beheld it. 

The pꝛinces being then ready to depart, the Clothing ma- 
ved them in pleaſant mancx, ts be god ta one of their compas 
ny, that didneither Git, lie, 102 ſtand, When he muſt naden 
hang, ad the painces. And ſo he doth, moſt excellent pzinces 
qd ther; and there withal told them the lobole matter. Men 
re, the ſtoꝛr, downe to Boloms inne they goe, whers 

vy into the rogle . ied, ppoze Cutbert pinned vp in 
— and al dere bh, who alt he wers 

hp aſhamed, 4 fees len ne wou 
get him releaſe 5 

.. What is his treſpaſſe, ſaid the pꝛiuce: Hathing itit all 
like e qd he, bt ſo2 lgking foz a ch@fe. Buthecould 
not $ndif mate gut gv ite fen the good man: the inen 
bad lately di toß ang coula not digalt his meats, 

le , foz which cauſe J made hum to faſt theſe 
tie to the end he may haue a better lomacks to 
eate his — then to vſe dalliance. 


Let me intreate Rs to releafe hun 9 
f 2 
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ener hereafter you catch him in khe core, cleppehim in the 
pets. Pour G2ace ſHAl req ueſt 02 tommaumd any thing at 
myhand, ſaid the olb man and ſs Cutbert was let downe vn- 
borurd:but when he was loſe, he vowed neuer to teme within 
that honſe moze. And it is ſaid, the old man Poſome ozdainy, 
chat in roremb2ance of this deed euer yeare orte all ſuch as 
came thikher to afke fo cheeſes Gould be fo ferned : which 
thing is to this day kept. -j# 


How Simons wiſe of Scuth-hampton being wholy bent to 
pride and pleaſure , requeſted her husband to fee London, 


which being graunted, how ſhe got good wife Sutton of 


Salisbury to go with her, hs tooke Crab to go along with 
them, and how he prophecied of many things. Chap. ö. 


T He Clothicrs being all come from London, Suttom wife 
of Southhampton who was with her huſband very mer⸗ 
rp and pleaſant, bꝛake her mind vnfo him in this lozt, | 

Go) Lozd huſband, wil you never be fo kind as let me go 
fo London with vou? ſhall J be pend bp in Sonth-hampton, 
Hke a parrat in a cage, oꝛ a capon ma cope ? I would requeſt 
no moꝛe of vou in lieu of all my pai-res, carke and care, but to 
haue one waks time to ſ& that faire titie: what is this {ife if 
it be not mixt with ſome deli ht? and what delight is moꝛe 
feeũng than to ſæ the faſhiong and maners of vn known pla- 
ces? There ſoꝛe god huſband ; if thouloueff me, deny not this 
ſimple requeſt You know J am hocommon gavder,noz haue 
oft troubled vou with trauen. God knowes , this may be ths 
laft thing that eutt J ſhall requeſt at your hands, \ 

Woman quoth he, J would willingly ſatiſfie poor defire, 
bert yon know it is not conuentent fo2 doth of vs to be abzoad, 
our charge is great, and therefoze our cate ought not to be 


mall. Jf vou will goe pour ſelſe, one oł my men wall goe 


with von, and monte enough you ſhall hatte in voti purſe: 
but to go with you my ſelſe, you (& my buũncs will not per- 


mit me. 


Puſband ſaid ſhe , J accept your gentle offer , Nin 
e 
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bs J ſhal infreat my gofſlp Sutton fo go along with me. J that 
be glad quetb her huſband, pzepare your ſelſe when you will. 
hen the had obtained this litente, ſhe ſent hit man Wel 
ſel) to £akfbery , to know of god wife Sutton if Ge moulty 
nerp det eempanyto London. Sutton: wife being as wilting 
to go, as ſhe was to requeff, neuer reſtes till ſhe had gotten 
leaue of her huſband z the which when che had obtained, ca- 
ſingin her minde theirpleaſure would be mal, being but 
they twayne; thereupon the wily woman ſent lettt xs dy col- 
lerick Crack her man, both fo Graycs wife , and Ficzallens 
wife,that they would meet them at Reading;wha liking wel 
ofthe match, conſented and did ſop;enide that then met ac⸗ 
coꝛ ding to pꝛemiſe at Reading, and from thence with Coles 
wife they went al together, with each of them a man to Lons 
don, ech one taking vp their lodging with a ſeuerall kriend. 

Mhen the Þ chants of London vnderffooothep were in 
towne , they inattcd them every dap home to their ole hott 
ſes, where they had dencate god chere: and when they went 
abꝛoade to ſee the commoaityes of the City, the Barchants 
wites euer boze them company , being atty2zed moſt dainty 
and fine: which when the Clothiers wincs did ler, it grieues 
their hearts they had not the like. 

Now when they were bzought into Cheapeſtve, thery with 
great wonder they behcld the ſhops of the Goldſmiths; end 
on the other ſide , the wealthy Percers, whoſe ſhops chined 
oral ſoztes of colonted kes in UWatlingſtcate, they vie es 
the great number of Dꝛapers in Saint Partines, Shoma- 
kers, at Saint Alchelas church, the fleſh chambles, at the end 
of the old change, the ſhmongers in Candlewerke ffrete 
the Nleauers then came into the Jewes ſtrerte, where all the 
Jewos did inhabite; then went they to Blackwel hall, where 
the country clothiers did vſe to merte. 

' Afterwatd they pzocceved , and came to D. Pauls church, 
whole ſteeple was fo hye, that it ſeemed to pierce the clouds. 
on the top whereof, was a great and mighty wethercocke , 
of cleane fllner , the which notwithſtanding ſermed as 
as a ſparrow to mengeyes,it __ ſoexceeding high,the 
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goodly weathcreocke was aicerwards ſtolen away, by a cun⸗ 
ning cripple. who found meanes one night to climbe vp to the 
toppe of the ſteeple, and take it downe, with the which, and 
a great ſunume of mony which he had got together by begging 
in his life time he builded a gate on the 1 lideofthe 
ety. which to this day is called Criple ga 

From thence they wcnt to the — of London , which 
was builded by Iulius Cæſar, who was Emperoux of Nome. 
And there they beheld ſalt and wine, which had laine there es 


uer ſinte the Romanginuaded this land, which was many 


yeares befoze cur Sauioux Chꝛiſt was bomne , the wins was 
growne ſo thicke that it might haue bin cut like atelicy, And 
in that place alſo they ſawe money that was made of leather, 
which in ancient time went curcant amongſt the people. 

When ther had ta their great contentation beheld all this, 
they repaired to their lodgings, taning alio a ſumptuous ſup⸗ 
per 02dained foz them, with all delight that unght be. And 
pou ſhall vnderſtand that when the country weauers, which 
came vp with their dames, ſaw the weauers oi Candlewtke- 
ſkret, they had great deſire pꝛeſently to haue ſome conference 
with them, and thus one began to challenge thcethzr dz wozks 
manſhip quoth V Veaſell , ile wozke with any of pou all foʒ 
a trowne, take it it pou date, and he thatinakes his peard of 
cloth (oneft, ſhall haue it. You Yall be wꝛought withall,ſato 
the other, and if it were foz tenne crownes ; but we wil make 
this bargarne, that cach of vs ſhall wynde their owne quilles. 
Content quoth V Veaic}! ; and ſa to wozke they went, but 
VVeſclleft. Abexeupon auotherofthem toke the matter in 
hand, who loſt likcwiſc : ſo that the London weauers trium⸗ 
phed againſt the country,caſting fozth diners frumps. 

Alas pe fellowes, quc th ther, yourhcarts are god , but 
rour hands are ill. Zuſh, the fault was in their legges, guoth 
ano: her. p2ay you friend were ꝑou not bogne at hame? Wihie 
doe you aſkequoth V Vealcll 2 becauſe, aid hee, the biggi 
place of pour legge is next to your ſhee. 

Cutbert hearingthis , being cholericke of nature, chated 
like aman oflaw at the barre, and he wagers with them foure 

"IM crowns 
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crowns fo twain, the others agreed,to wozk they go: but erab 
conquered themall. Whereupon, the London weaners were 
nipt in the head like birds, and had net a woꝛd to ſay. 
Now ſaith Crab as we haur loſt nothing, ſo you haue won 
nothing, and becauſe I know. ye cannot be right weauers, ex- 
cept yon be god fellowes, therefozs it vou will go with vs, wee 
will beffow the ale vpon vou. That is ſpoken like a gad fel- 
low and lite a weauer, quot h the other. So along they went ag 
it were to the ſigne of the red Croſſe. 

hen they were let downe.and had dzunk well, they began 
merrily to pꝛattle, and to ertoll Crab to the ſkies . Uhere- 
upon Crab pꝛoteſted, that he would come and dwell antong 
them. Nay, that mult nof be, ſayd a London weauer ? the 
king hath ginen vs pꝛiuilege, that none (hal line among vs but 
ſuch as ſerue ſenen peeres in London. With that Crab,accozs 
ding to his old manner of pzopheſing,ſayd thus: 


1 day is very necre at hand, 
VVhen as a King ot this faire land 
Shall priuiledge you more then ſo: 
Thea weauers ſhall in ſcatlet go. 


Ard to one brotherhood be brought, 
T he firſt that is in London V rought, 

V V hen other tradeſ- men by your fame, 
Shall couct all to decthe lame, 


Then Mall you all- live wondrous well, 

But this one thing I ſhall you tell: 

The day will come before ehe doo me, 

In Caudleweeke ſtreete ſhall ſtand no loome. 


Nor anv weauer dwelling there, 
But men tliat ſnall more credit beare: 
F or c lol. ing ſluii ve fore decayed, 
And Met vndone chat 7 2 that trade. 
And LE Re 1 wy "© 22111 f.allſce, 


Tha: .. e Aal! ralled de, 
When 


The pleaſant Hiſtory 
Whenas Bay liffe of Sarum towne, 


Shal buy and purchaſe Biſhops downe. 


When there neuer man did ſow, 
Great ſtore of goodly corne ſhall grow ? 
And woad , that makes all colours 


Shall ſpring vpon that barren ground. 


At that ſame day I tell you plaine, 
Who ſo aliue doth thenremaine, 
A proper maydentbere ſhall ſee, 
Within the towne of Salizbery, 


Of fauour ſweete, of nature kind, 

' V 'Vith goody cies,and yer ftarke blind, 
This poore blind mayden I do ſay. 

In age ſhall go in rich array. 


And he that takes her to his wiſe 
Shall lead a ioyfull happy life. 

The wealthieſt Clothicr [hall he be, 
That euer was in that country. 


But clothing kept as it hath beene 
In Loadon neuer ſhal be ſeene: 

For weauers then the moſt ſhal win, 

That worke for ctothing next the skin. 


Til pride the emmonwealih dorh poele, 
And cauſeth bulwiues leauetheir wheel. 


Thea poverty vpon each ſide 
Vnto thole workemen ſhall be ride 


At that time, from an Egles neſt, 
That proudly builded i; the Wet, 


A ſort ſhal come with cunning hand, 
To bring firange weauing in this land. : 


And by their gaines that great will fall, 
They ſhall maynetam-the weauers hah: 
But long they Hall not flouriſh ſo, 

But folly will chem ouerthrow. 
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And men ſſull count it mickle hare, 
To beate chat kind of Weauers name, 
And this as ſure will come to paſſe, 
As here is ale wi: hin this glaſſe. 
Whenthe al ſoules that ſate avant him heard him ſpeaks 
in this ſozt, they atumired, and honoured Crabbe fo2 the ſame, 
Why my maſters,ſaid V V caſe], do you wider at thels wozds? 
te wil tell you twenty of theſe tales, fo; which canſe we call 
him our canuas Pꝛophet: his attire fits his title,ſaid they,ans 
ws neuer heard the like in our lines, and if this ſhould he true, 
it would be ſtrange. Donbt not but it will be true, ꝗd. Weaſel, 
fozile tell you what, he did but once ſ@ our Nick, xis Nel, ans 
pzeſently he pew2edout this rime. 

That kile O Nel, God giue the ioy, 

V Vill nine monthes hence breede thee a boy. 

And Ile tell vou what, you ſhall heare; we kept reckoning 
and it fell out as iuſt as Iones buttockes on a cloſe ſtale , foz 
which cauſe,our maids durſt neuer kiſle x man in his fight: vp- 
on this they bzoke company , e went enery ane about his buſi 
nes, the London weauors to their frames, and the country 
fellowes to their dames, who after their great banqueting and 
meriment went euery one home to their. stone houſes, though 
with lefſe money then they bzought out, pet with moze pins. 
Eſpecially Simons wife of South-hamptoan, who talde the 
reſt of her gofſips, that ſhe ſawe noreaſon, but that their huſ- 
bands ſhould mainetainethem , aſwell as the Parchants did 
their wines: foz J tell you what , quoth ſhe , we axe as pꝛoper 
women (in mp concett ) as the pzoudeſt ot them all, as hand- 
ſome of bodp, as faire of face, our legs as well made, and our 
feete as fine: then what reaſon is there (ling our huſhandes 
are of as ged wealth but we ſhould be as well maintained: 
Nou ſay true goſſip,ſaid S..ctons wife: trufk. ma, it made me 
bluſh, to ſis them b2aneit out ſo gallantly , and we to goe ſo 
hamely:but befoze God, ſaid the ether, J will haue my huſ- 
band to hup me a London gane, oz in faith he ſhall haue lit⸗ 
tle guiet:ſo ſhall miue, ſaid not her, and mineta qu. the third 
and all of them ſung the — ſo that 2 
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home, their huſbands had no little fo vo : Eſpecially Simen, 
whole wife daily lay at him den London appareil, to whome 
beſayd, God woman, be content, let vs go accozding fo our 
place and _ — will — _ I ſhould 

ancke thee vp like a Peacocke,and tou in thy aftireſyrpaiſe 
— Aro eyther thinke J were madye, oz elſe 
that 49 hay moze money then J could well vſe: conſlder q may 
thee god wife , that ſach.as are in their youth waters, doe 
pe in their age ſtarte beggars, 


ſoz many times, mens coffers ate iudges by their garments: 
why, we are country folkes, and mul kepe out ſelues in god 
compaſſe gray ruſſet , and god home- ſpun cloth t oth beſt be⸗ 
come vs; J tell thee wife, it were as vndecentfo2 vs to go like 
Lomoners,as it is foz Londoners fo go like tourtiers. 

That a coplekepe you, quoth ſhe? are not we Gods cxeas 
fures aſwell as Lontoners ? and the Aings ſubiects, aſwell 
as they? then findingour wealth to be as god as thetrs, why 
thonld we not gos as gay as Londoners ? No huſband, no, 
hereis the fault, we are kept without it, onety becauſe our 
huſbands ate not ſo kind as Londoners: whp man, aCob- 
ler there, kepes his wife better thenthe beſt Clothier in this 
country : nap , J will affirme it, that the London Dyfter- 
wines, and the very Kitchin-ſtaffecryers,doerced vs in their 
Sundaypes attyze: nay, mozethen that, J did ſæ the Mater⸗ 
bearers wife which belongs to one of our Parchants, come 
in with a Tankerd of water on her ſhouloer , and yet halfe a 
dozen gold rings on her fingers . You may then thinke , wife 
(quoth he) ſhe got them not with ivleneſſe, | 
But wife, you mult conſider what London is, the chiefe 
and capitall Cityof all the land, a place on the which all 
ftrangerscaft their eyes, it is(wife ) theKingschamber , and 
his Paieſties ropall ſeate: ſo that City repaires of all Natl- 
ens vnder heauen. Therefoze it is moſt meete and corinent- 
ent, that the cittizens of ſuch a City ſhould not goe in their 
apparell like Peaſants, but foz the credit of our countrey, 

weare ſuch ſeemely habifes, as de carry grauity and comeli- 


neſſe 


Beſide that, it is inongh to raiſe me vp in the Kings boks: 
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nelle in theeyes of all beholders, But if we of 
wont lo{quoth ſhe) were it not as great credit fo; the land as 
the other? Wemanqdher huſband,itis altogether needleſs, 
and in diners relpeds it may not be. Why then J pzay you, 
quoth che let vs godwellat London . A wozd ſone ſpoken, - 
ſaid her huſband, but not ſs eaſis tobe perfozmed : therefaze 
wife, J pꝛaꝝ thee hold thy pꝛating, toʒ thy talke is fwith ies. 
rea huſband, your alde churlith conditions will neuer be left, 
you keepe me here like a dzudge and a T2ople, and ſo cu uu 
keepe your money in pour purſe, you care not foz your credit. 
but befoze J will goe ſo like a ſhepheardeſſs, I willfirſt gos 
naked: and J tel vou plaine, I ſcoznit greatly, that you ſhould 
clappe a gray gowne on my back e, as if J hav not bzought you 
twa pence : befoze A was married you ſwoze J ſhould hans 
any thing that J requeſted, but nowall is fozgotten . And 
in laying this, ſhe went in, and ſonc after the was ſs ſicke that 
needes ſhe muſt goe to bed: and when ſhe was laid, ſhe dꝛaue 
out that night with many grienous groanes,fighing and ſob⸗ 
bing, and no reft ſhe could take God wot. And in the mo2ning 
when ſhe ſhould riſe , the god ſoule felldowne in a ſwowne, 
which put her maidens in a great flight, who running downe 
to their maſter cried cut, Alas, alas, out Dame is dead, our 
Dame is dead. The godman hearing this, ran vpin all haſte, 
and there fell to rubbing and chalng of her temples, ſending 
fo2 aquz vitæ andſaying, Ah my ſweete heart, lpeake to me, 
god wife, alacke, alacke call in the neighbours, vou queanes 
quoth he. Mith that ſhee lift vp her head, fetching a great 
groane and pꝛeſentiy ſwouned againe , and much adoe twis, 
he had ts ktepe life in her: but when ſhe was come to her ſelf, 
Pow doſt thau wife qd he? UWhat wilt thon haue t foz Gods 
ſake tel mc if thou haft a mind to any thing, thou ſhalt haue it. 
Away diſembler(quoth ſhe) how can J belieue thezthou haft 
ſaid aſmuch to meeanhundzed tunes, and deteiued mee, it is 
thy churlichneſſe that hath killd my heart, neuer was woman 
matcht to ſo vakind a man. 
Nay gad wife, blame ine nat without cauſe ; God knows 
efh how dearly J louc the. Lone 3 didſi neuer 
2 carry 
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carry um lone dut on the tip of the fangue, quoth the , J dave 
ſweare thou defireſt nothing ſo much as my death, and foz my 
parf ; J wonis to S thou havft thy deſire ; but be content, 
I ſhal not trouble ther long: and with that fetching a gb, che 
lwouned and gane a great groane. The man ſeing bir in this 
cafe was wondzous woe 2 but ſo ſons as they had reconerey 
hor he (av, © my veare wife it any bad conceit hath ingende- 
red this fickenes, let me know it;02 if thou knoweft any thing 
that mer pvcure thy health, let me vnderſtand thereof,and 3 
pꝛoteſt thou ſhalt haue it, ij it coſt me all that euer J haue. 

O huſband, quoth che, how may J ctedite your woꝛdes, 
when faz a paltrꝑ ſute of apparel! you dented the? Mell wife 
quoth be, thou ſhalt haus apparell oz any thing elſe thou wilt 
requeſt, it God ſend thee once health. O huſvand, if J may find 
pou fo kind, J ſhall thinke my (elfe the happieſt woman in the 
wozly; thy woꝛds haue greatly comfozted my heart, me thin- 
keth if J had if, Jeould dzink a god dzaught of reniſh wine, 
Tell, wine was ſent foz ; O Koss ſaid ſhe, that J had a piece 
of a chickin, J fele mp ftomacke deſirous of ſome meat. Glad 
am J of that ſaid her huſband , and ſo the woman within a 
few dapes after was very well. 

But pon ſhall vnderſland , that ber huſband wasfarne fo 
dꝛeſſe her London like ere he could get her quiet neithe t wold 


it pleaſe her, except the ſtuffe were bought in Cheapen de, fo2 


ont of Cheapſide nsthing would content her, were it neuer ſo 
god : in omuch that if ſhe thought a tailer of Cheapfive made 


not her gowne, ſhe would ſweare it was quite ſpoiled, 


And hauing thus won her huſband to her will, when the 
reſt of the Clothiers wiaes heard thereof,they would be ſuted 
in the like loꝛt to: ſo that euer ſince , the wines of @onth- 
hampton, Saliſbury, of Glocefter, Wozceſter, and Reading, 
went all as gallant and as bꝛaue as any Londoners wives. 


ouercame his brother Robert, and brought him into 

land, and how the Clothiers fhaſted his Maieſty and his 

ſonne at Reading, Chap. 7. = 
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Be Kings maieſt being at the warres in Fraunce , a- 
gainſt Lewis the French king, and dnks Robert of Qez- 
mandy , lending foz diners ſupplies of ſouldiers out of Eng⸗ 
land, the Clothiers at their awne p2oper coll ſet out a great 
number, and ſent them ouer to the King. 

Which Roger Biſhop of Saliſbury , who gauerned the 
realne in the Kings abſence, didalwayes certifie the King 
thereof, with his letters waitten in their commendations. 

And afterward it came to paſſe,that God ſent his Vighnes 
victozy ouer his enemies. and hauing taken his bzother pytſc- 
ner, bzought him moſt toyfully with him into England, and 
appointed him to be kept in Cardifecaſlle paiſoner,yet with 
this klausur, that he might hunt and hawke where he would 
vp and downe the count rey, and in this ſoꝛt he liued a good 
while, of whom we will ſpeake moꝛe at large hercaſter. 

The King being thus come hon, after his winters reit, he 
made his ſummers pꝛogreſſe into the weft country, to take a 
view of al the chtefe towwnes:whersof the Clothiers being ad- 
uertiſed, they made great pzeparatton againf his comming, 
becauſe he had pꝛomiſed to viſite them all, 

And when his Gzacecame to Reading, he was entertai⸗ 
ned and receiued with great ioy and triumph: Thomas Cole 
being the chiefe man o: tegard in all the towne, the king ho⸗ 
noꝛed his houſe with his pzinceiy pꝛeſente, where during the 
kings abode. he, and his ſen, and nebles were highly feaſted. 
Where the king beheld the great number of people, that 
was by that one man maintained in wozke, whoſe harty af- 
foction and lone toward his maieſtie did well appeere, aſwell 
by their outward countenances, as their gifts pzeſented vnto 
him. But of Cole himſelfe the king was ſo well perſuaded, 
that he committed much truſt to him, and put him in great 
authozitie in the tone. Farthermoze the king ſao, That foz 
the lons which thole people boze to him living, that he would 
lay bis bones among them when he was dead . Foz J know 
not ſaid be where they may be better beſtowed, till the bleſ- 
ſedday of reſurrection , than among theſe my friends which 
are like to be happy partakergofthe ſame. 
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pes wn his Paielky cauſed there to be dutided a nuit 
goodly ans famous Abbey : in which he might ſhew his deuo- 
tion to God, by tncreafing hisleruice,and leaue to o⸗ 
ther his ſucceſſo2s to doe the like. Likewiſe within the towne 
be after builded a faire and godly caſtle, in fhe which he often 
kept his tourt, which was a place of his chiefe refidence du⸗ 
ring his life. laying to the Clothiers,that wing he found them 
ſach faithfull ſublets, he would be their neighboz, and dwell 
among them. 
After his Maieſties royal feaſfing at Reading, he pꝛotieded 
in p2ogrefle,til he had viſited the whole weft countries,being 
wond;oully delighted, to ſc thoſe people ſo diligent to applis 
their buſines: and conuning to Saliſbury , the Biſhop recet- 
ned his ÞPateſty with great top, and with triumph attended 
on his Gzace to his palace, where his Þigbnes lodged, 

There Sutton the Clothter pꝛeſented his Pighneſſe with a 
b:oad cloth, of ſo fine a th2&ed,anderceeving god wozkmilhip, 
and therewithall of ſo faire a colour, as his G2zace gauecoms 
mendation thereot, and as it is ſaid, he held it in ſucy high eſti- 
mation, that therof he made his parliament robes, and the firft 
parliament that euer was in England, was graced with the 
Kings petſon in thoſe robes, in requitall whereof his highnes 
afterward yielded Sui ton many paincely fauours. 

And it is to be remembzed, that Simon of @onthhampton 
(ſeeing the King had ouerpaſt the placs where he dwelt) came 
with his wife and ſernants to Saliſbury , aud againſt the K. 
going fo2th of that city , he canſed a moſt pleaſant arboor to 
be made vpon the topps of the hillleading to Shafteſburte, 
beſet all with red and white roſes , in ſuch ſozt, that not ame 
part of the timber could be ſ&ne, within the which ſate a mat 
den atfired like a Nnene, attended on by a faire traineofmai- 
dens, who at the kings appzoach pzelented him with a Car- 
land of ſwært ſtoures, yielding him ſuch honour as the Ladies 
ol Nome were wont to doe toe their Pꝛintes alter their vigto- 
ries : which the Ring toke in gracious part, and foz his fare- 
well from thafcountry , they boze him company ouer part of 
the Plaine, with the lound ol deuers ſweet W 22 


ther, at tbeonely colt of Clothiers , but the divers delightes 
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fike . All which when his Grage vnderſtod was done at the 
coll ofa Clothier, ho pd be was the mot honoured by thoſe 
— a 1 gt yr fs his highnes pall 
fo Exceter,hauing yreat rewards to theſe maydens. 
"ThomaDoveand reſidne of the Clothiers, againff his 


Graces comming had 02dained diners ſumptuous 
ſhewes;firfk, there wasonp tha rep2eſented the perſon of Au - 
guſtus Czſar the who commanded after the Ko- 


mane inuaſlon, that their City ſhould be called Auguſtus, al- 
ter his olune name, which befozetime was called lſea, and of 
latter yeeres , Exeter. 

There his Maieſty was ropally feaſted ſeuen daies toge- 


and ſundzy paſtimes which they made there beioꝛe the King. 
and his Nobles. is fo long here to be reheatſed. And therefoze 
J willonerpaſſe them, to auoide tediouſnes. 

His arace then coaſting along the country, at laſt came to 
Glouteſter, an ancient City, which was builded by Glove a 
BBaittiſh King, who named it aftcr his own name, Glouceſter. 
Here was his maieſtp entertainedby Cray the Clothier,who 
pzofeſt himſelfe to be of that ancieat family of CGrayes, whoſe 
firſt Dz:ginall iſſued out ofthe ancient and honozable Caſtle 
and towne of Rithin. 

Herre was the King moſt bou;cifall feaſted, hauing in his 
company his bzother Robert (although bis pꝛiſoner the ſame 
time.) And his Grace belag deſirous to ſee the maidens carde 
and ſpinne, they were of purpoſe (ct to their wozke , among 
whom was faire Margaret with the white hazv,whoſe cxcel- 
lent beauty hauing peaiſt $ of that amozous Dake, it 
made ſuch an impꝛeſſion in his heart, that afterward he could 
3 and ſo vehemently was his affection kind- 
led, that he could take no reſt, till by waiting he had bewzayed 
his mind: but of (his we will (peake moze in an other plate: 
and the King at his departure ſapd, that to gratifiethem, hee 
would make his ſon Robert their Carle, who was the firll 
Earle that euex was in Glouceſter. 

Kow when his Grace was come from thence , he went to 
Wozcelfer, 
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Uſc2cefcr, where William Filz- allen made pzeparation in 
all honourable ſo2t to receine him, which man being bozne of 
great parentage, was not to tearne how toentertaine his Ma⸗ 
telky, veing deſtended of that famous fantly, whole patrimo- 
ny lay about the towneof Dſwelkry. which towne his pꝛede⸗ 
ceſſoꝛs had incio{ed with lately walles of fone, 

Although aduerſe foztune had fo grienonlly frowned on 
ſomeof them, that thier childzon were faine to become tradeſ- 
men, whole hands were to them inſtead of londes, notwith- 
ſcanding God raiſed againe the fame of this man,both by his 
great wealth and alſo in his poſterity, whoſe eldeſt ſon Henry, 
theKings god-ſon, became afterward the Mapoꝛ of London, 
who was thefirlk Pays: that euer was in that Citty,who go⸗ 
nerned the ſame 23. peeres: and then his fon Roger Fitz- al- 
len was the ſecond Payo}. 

The P2tncely pleaſures that in Moꝛteſter were ſhewen the 
king. were many and maruelons , and in no plate had his Pa- 
teſty recetuedmoze delight then here; foz the which at his de⸗ 
parfure he did ſhew himſelfe very thankfull . Row when his 
Grace had thus taken view ofall his god townes Meſtwar d 
and in that pꝛogreſle had viſtted theſe clothiers , he returned 


to London with great toy of all his commons. 


How Hodgekn's of Halifax came to the Court, & complai- 
ned to the King , that his ay was nothing worth, 


becauſe when they found any offendor they could not 
get a hangman tocxecutehim : And how by a Frycra gin 
was deuiled to chop off mens heads ot it ſelſe. Chap. 8. 
ter that Hogekins had got the pꝛiuiledge fo the fown 
A of Halifax, to hang vp ſuch thenes as ſtols their cloth 
in the night, p:efentiy without any further tudgement, 
al theclothiers of the towne were exceeding glad, e pet- 
ſwaded themſelues, v now their gods would be ſafe all mghf, 
without watching them at al, ſo that whereas befoze,the town 
maintapned certaine watchmen to kepe their cloth by night, 
they werehereupon diſmiſſed as a thing ntedlelle * _ 
uppoſing 
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ſuppoling withthemitiuss, that leeingtdey ſhoudpbeKratght 
hangedthatwere foundtaultp in this point. pus man e 
be s dsſperate to enterpziſe any ſuch act. And indeeve the 
matter being nopted th,ough the whole countrey, that they 
woreffcaightto be hanged that did vie ſich theenery, it made 
many lewd liners torefraine ſuch theenery. 
| re was at that (ans tims lining. a notable 
Theeſsnansd Wallis, whom in the Rozth they catied Migh- 
ty V Vallis, in regard opts valo; andmanhod : This man 
boring moſtſubtill in ſuch kindof knanery , having heard of 
this late pzimicdge, and therewithall of the townes ſecurity, 
ſaydthat once he would veatare his necke foz a packs of Noz- 
therne cloth; and theretoze comming to one o two of his com : 
panions, he aſked it the? would be partners in his a duenture, 
ano it (quoth he) you will herein hazard your bodies, you thal 
be ſhavers in all our boties. 
Atlength by many perſwallons the men conſonted: where- 
upoitlate in the night, they got them all to a Farriours ſhop, 
and called vp the folks of the houſe . UWhat the fouts il wais 
ron hane(quoth they) at this time of the night.? Wallis - 
red. faymng,god fellowes , we would haue you to remans the 
toes of gur Pozſes ſecte, and ſet them on againe, and fa; your 
paines vou ſhalbe well pleaſed. The Smith at length was 
perſwaded, e when he had piuckt off all the hes from their 
hozles feete , they would needes haus them all ſet on againe. 
quite contrary with the cankinsfo2zward,s ſhould ſtand back- 
ward, & e fay,fay man, quoth the Sunth.are you fick fules? 
what the deell de you meane to bzeake your crags? gudfaith 
I tro the men de wod. Not ſo, Smith qd they, do thou as wee 
bid thee, thõ ſhalt haue thy money: foz it is an old Puetbe, 
Bee it better, ot be it worſe 
Pleaſe you the man that beares the purſe. 
Gudſaizh and ſee I fall, qd. the Smith, andfo did as hs 
was willed. When V Vallis had thuscauſed their Pozfes to be 
God, to Halhfax they went, where they without an let la⸗ 
des their ozſes withcloth, and ſo departed a confrary wap. 
In thomozning, ſo(wne asthe clothrerscame to the fieid, 
F they 
Q 
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they found that they were robd, whercupon one ranne to an- 
other to tell thefe tidings. Now when Hogekms heard theres 
of-rifing vp in dale. de wild his neighbours to marke v ſo , if 
they conlo not deſciie eyther the fateſteps of men oz Yozſes, 
TUhich being done they perceined that hozfrs bad bin there, 
and ſa king to purſae ihem by their foteffcps , they went a 
cleane coitrary way, by reaſon that the hozſes were hob 
backward: 4 when in vaine they had long perſude them, they 
returned, being never the rare. Now V Vail vſde his feate 
ſs long, that at length he was taken, and two moze with him: 
whereupon accc2ding tothe pꝛiuiledge of the Towne,thepput 
Þaiters about the theeues neckes pꝛeſently to hang them vp, 
Wlhen ther were come to the place appointed. V Vallis and 
the reſt being out of all hope to eſcape death, p2egared them: 
ſelues pacientiꝝ ts ſuſfet the rigoz ofthe law. And there with 
the reſt laying open the lcwoneſſe of his life , greeuouſly 
lamenting tos his ſinnes, at length commending their ſoules 
to God. they veelded their bodyes to the graue, with which 
ſight the people were greatly mwucd with pitty, betauſe they 
hav neuer (ene men come to hanging Lcfoze : but when they 
ſhould bane beene pes vp, Hodgekins willed one of his 
neighbours to play the Bangmans pat, who would not by 
any meanes do it, although be was a very powze man, who fo 
bis paines ſhoulo haue beene polleſt of aſl their apparell. Whoa 
he would not peeld to p office, one of thoſe which hav his cloth 
ſtolen, was commaunded to do the decd.but he in like maner. 
would not, ſaying : When 1 haue the (kilto make a man, 4 
will hang a man, if it chance my wozkmanſhip do not like me. 
And thus from one to another, tde office ofthe Hangman 
was poaſted off. At laſt a Rogue tame by whom they would. 
hane compelled to haue donethat deed. Nay, my Maſters, qv. 
he. not ſo:but as you haue got a P2iuiledge foz the Towne, ſo 
pou were beſt to pzocure a Commiſſion to make a hangman, 
92 elſe pou are like to be without foz me. Retghboz Hogckias 
quoth one, 4 pꝛaꝝ you do this office your ſelfe, you haue had 
molt loſſe andiherefoze you ſhould be the moſt reghieff to hang 
them pour ſeifs. No not A(quoth Hedgckins )thongh my — 
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were ten times greater than it is,notwithRanding la which 
of theſe theeues will take vppon him ts Jang theather, ſhall 
haus his life ſaued, otherwiſe they Chatl ail fd pꝛiſon till I can 
pꝛouide a hangmau. | „„ | 

When Wallis ſaw the matter bzonght foth(s paſſe,he be- 
gan ffoutly to replp, ſaping, Sp maſters of the towne of Ha- 
lifax, though your pꝛiuiledge ſtretch to hang vp men pzeſout- 
by that ate found ſtealing your gods, vet it gines you no wars 
rant to impꝛiſon them till you pzomve them a hangman, my 
ſelle with theſe my followes haue here yielded our lelues to 
ſatiſſte the Law, andifit be not perfozmed, the fault is yours 
and not ours and therefoze we humbly fake our leane : from 
the gallowes tbe rv:y of Auguſt. And with that he leapt from 
the ladder, and caſt the halter at Hodgekins face. 

Aden the Cloihiers ſaw this, they knew not what to ſap, 
but faking them dy the ſleues , intreated to haue their owne 
.againe, Not w qd V Valli, you get not the valew of a plack 
0394 bawby ; we haue folne pour cloth, then why do pou not 
hang ds: Pere we hate made ourſelues ready, and if vou wil 
not hang vs, chuſc. A plague on pou quoth he, pou haus hin- 
dzed me God knotves what, made account to dine this day 
in heaven, and pou keep me here on earth whers there ia not 
a quarferof that god cheare. The foule euill take pou all, J 
was fully p;outded to ginefbe gallows a box onthe care, a 
now God knowes when J ſhall be in ſo gos a mind agains: 
and ſo he with the treſt of his companions departed. 

When Hodgekins ſaw , that notwithEanvingtheir the- 
nerp, how they flo ted at their lenitp, he was muthmoued 
in mind: and as he ſtod in his dumps, chewing his cud , ma- 
king his dinner with a diſh of me lancholp, a grey Frier reue- 
rently ſaluted him in this ſozt : All haile . nodman Hodges 
bins, happinefſe and health be euer with vou, ana ts all ſup- 
p:efſozs ot᷑ le od liuers, God ſend euerlaſting ioyes. 

J am ſeꝛy godman Hodgekins, that the great pꝛiuiledge 

which our King gave to this tolvne, tomes to no greater pur⸗ 

poſe : bettet fat had it bin, that it had neuer beene graunted, 

then lo ughtiy regarded: the 3 bath fuffred thꝛogh their 
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owne peeaiſhnes, an everlaſting re pꝛoch this dap, anelp be- 
cauſe folifh-pitty hath hindzed iuſtite. 

Conſtder, that compaſſion is not to be had vpon th@ues & 
tobbers:pitty onely @perfayneth to the vertuous ſozt , who 
are ouerwhelmed withthe waues of nuſery and nuſchaunce. 
What great cauſe of Lolanes:haue you giuen to bad liuers,by 
letting theſe fellowegthus to eſcape, and how ſhall pou now 
keepe your gads in ſafety, ſang you fullfill not the law which 
ſhould be your defencs ? neuer thinke that thaeuꝛs will make 
any conſcience to carty.away your gods , when they find 
themſelaesin no danger of death, who haue moze caule to 
paaple your pitty, then to commend your wiſdome : where- 
foze in time ſake to pꝛeuent᷑ the inſuing euill. 

Foz my ownepart, A haue that tare of your god , that 3 

would wozk al god means foz your benefit, yet not ſo much 
in teſped of your p2ofit, as fo; the defire 3 haus to vpholde ig- 
ftice, and ſeeing I find pou and the reit ſo wamanich, that you 
could not find your hearts to hang a theete, J haue deuiſed 
how to make a gin, that (hal cut off their heads without mans 
belpe,and ifthe Þing will alow thereof, 
Then Hogekins heard this he was ſomewhat comfozted 
in mind, and ſayd to the Frier, that if by his cunning be 
would perfozme it he would once againe make ſuite to the 
King to haue his grant foz the ſame . Tbs Frier willed him 
to haue no doubt in him: and ſo wben he had deuiſed it, he 
got a Carpenter to frame it out oł hand. 

Hcdgekms in the meane time poſted vp to the Court, and 
fold his M aieſt that the pꝛiuiledge of Halifax was not wozth 
a pudding Mh lo, ſavd our King : Becauſe, quoth Hodge- 
kins, we can get neuer a hangman to truſſe our theenes,buf 
if it ſhall line your godGrace, (quoth he) there is a feat Frier, 
that will make vs a denice, which ſhall without the hand of 
man cut off the cragges ofallſach Carles, if your Þaefty 
willpleaſe ta alow thereof, 

Che King vaderſfanding the full effect of the matter) at 
length granted his pefifion: whereupon till this day, it is 6b- 
ſerned in Halifax, that ſuch as are taken ſtealing of their doth 
bane their heads chopt off with the ſame gin. How 
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How the Bailifes of London could get no man to be a catch 
pole, and how certaine Flemings tooke that office vpon 
them, whereof many of them were ficd into this Realm, 

by reaſon of certaine waters that had drowned a great 

part of thetr country. Chap. 9. 


he CityofLondon being at this time gouernod by 
Bayliffes,it came to paſſe, that in a certainefray two of 
their catch- poles were killed, fo2 at that time they hat 
not the name of @ergeants, and pou ſhall vnderſtand, that 
their office was thenſomurch hated and deteftedofEnglith- 
men, that none of them woulwtake it vpon him fo that the 
Bayliſfes were glad to getany man whatſoener,am to gine 
him certayne wages to perfozme that dice. 
It came to paſſe, as J fayd befoze;that two ol heir efficers, 
by arreftingof a man. were atone inflant flaine ,'by meanes 
whereof the Bapltfes were infozced to ſake others foput in 
their romes, hut by no means could fhey get anp, wherefoze 
acco}dingto their wonted maner, they · made pzoclamation, 
that if there were any man that would pzeſent himſelf befv2s 
them, he outd not #nelp ve ſettled inthat office vuringtheir 
hues, but alſo ſhould haue fuch maintenance and allowance, 
es fo ſuch men was by the City pꝛauided: and not lvithflan- 
ding that it was an office moſt necclſary in the temmon⸗ 
wealth, vet did the pozeſt wyetch deſpiſe it, that lined in any 
eftunatton among his neighbours. 
At laft a couple of Flemings, which were fled into this 
land, by reaſon that their country was dzownd with ths ſea, 
bearing the pʒoclamatian, offered themſelues vato tbe kBal- 
kffes, to ſerue in this plate, who were pzeſently recetued any 
accepted,x accoꝛding toozderhadgarments giuen the , which 
were oftj. colozs, blue ered, their coats, bzeeches c ſtockings, 
whereby they were known and diſcerned from other men. 
Within halſe a verre after, it came to paſſe, that I homas 


Doue of E veter came vp to London, who hauing by his iolli⸗ 


hand, 
was 


ty and god felowlſhip,bzought __ greatly behind 
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was in daunger to dtuerſe men of the citle, among the reit, 
one ot his creditezs freedan officer to arreft him. dutch 
man that had not been long experiences in ſuch-matters,and 
hearing hom many of his fellowes had bin iuited fozattemp- 
ting ts arreſt men, ffad quinering and quaking rh. ney 
the ſkrert to watch foz Tom Doue, andhaning long waited, 
at length be ſpiev him; whereupon he pzepared his macs tea⸗ 
dv, ano with a pale conntenance pzoceoded to do his offices at 
what time comming be bind the man, ſovainly with his 
be knockt him onthe pate, ſaying, J arreft pou, giuing 
ſuch a blow, that be tells him to the ground. 

The catchpole thinking be had killed the wan, be left his 
Pace behind him and ranne away: the creditoz hee ran after 
hun calling and crying that he Gonldturne againe : But the 
Fleming would not by any means come backe, but got him 
quite out of the citꝑ, and tok ancuary at Weſtminſter. 

Dove being come to himleile, aroſe, ans went to his inne, 
no man hindaing bis peCage, being not a littie glad he ſo eſ⸗ 
caped the danger. Pet neuerthelelfe, at his next comming to 
London, another catchpele met with bun, and arreſtes him in 
the Rings name. 

Doue being diſmayd at this miſchieuous chance knew not 
what to do: at laſt herequeſted the catchpole that dete would 
not violently caſt him in paiſou , but ſtay till ſuch time as he 
could (end foz a friend to be his ſurety 3 and although kinds 
nes in acatchpsle be rare , pet was he won with faire woꝛds 
to do him this fauoz:; whercupon Dove defired oneto goe to 
bis hoſt Ienat, wha inunediatly came vnto him and ofred 
himſeife to br Doves ſurety. 

The Officer. who neuer (awe this man befoze, was much 
| amazed at his fight: ſo2 larrat was agreat and a mighty man 
of body, of countenance grim, and cxceeding high of Fature,ſo 
that the calchpole was wonderfully afraid, aſking if he could 
and neuer a ſurety but the diuell, moſt fearefully intreating 
him to coniure him away, and he would doe Done any fauo;. 
het, wil you not take mp wo2d qa Iarrat? (ir ab the Catch⸗ 

pole, if twere fozany matter in hel, J would take pour wozd 
as 
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as fone as avy dinelts in ap Rt AP 
fer on earth, I would glavſy bane a ſurety. | 
Why tion whozſon criket (quoth lartat) thou magget 3 

pls, thou ſpinner ,then paultty ſpider, dolt thou take me fo; 
a Dine Siva, takemy wozd, A charge the. fo this man, 
os elſe butterflp, Ile make the repent it. The officer, 
wehile he was in the bouſe, ſaid he was content, but ſo ſone ag 
de cams into the riet, he tried, laying: Help, help, gad neigh- 
bours, 92 elſe the Diuell will carry away my pꝛiſoner: not 
withſtanding, there was not ore man would Kurre to be the 
Catchpoles aide. Which when he ſaw , be toke faft hold on 
1 honus Doue, and would not by any meanes let him go. 

Ia ret ſæing thig , made no moꝛe to doe; but comming fs 
the officer, gaue hun ſach a fiilippe on the foze-heav with his 
finger, that he fi\ld the pe Fleming to the ground « while 
he lay in the ffreete ſlretching his heles , [arrer toke Dove 
vadet his arme and carried him home where be thought him⸗ 
ſelfe as ſa e as king Charlemaine in monnt Albon. 

The next mozning larret cenueied Doue out oftowne,whe 
after ward kep! him in the conntrey, and came no moze in 15 
Catcbpoles clawes, 


FE ow Dukc Robert came a woos to Margaret: ik whe 
white hand, and how he appointed to come and ſleae het 
away from her maſtcrs, Chap. 10. 


"EE beautifull Margaret, who had now dwelt with 

1 her dame the ſpace of foure yares, was highty regar- - 
ded and ſecretip loued. of many gallant Gentlemen of 
the countrey, but oftwo: eſpectally , Duke Robert, and Sic 
Wilbam Ferris. Jt chaunced on a tune , that faire Pargaref 
with many other ol her paſters folkes, wenta hay-making, 
attired in a rende pettuoate , and a bzoad ftcawns 
hatte vpon her head, ſhe bad a bay fozke , and in her 
1appe the boze her bꝛeakfaſt. As ſhe went along Duke Ro- 
bert, with one oz two of his kapers , met with her, whoſe 
W anewe kindle the ſecret fire of _—_ 

Whit 


— 


NN 


Thepleaſant Hiſtory 
which long lay linothering in bis heart , Whorofaze uneting | 
der lo happily, he ſalutes her thus frendly. 

Faire maid, god mazrouz ars pon walking fd vdigently to 
pour labour: ns mulk the weather be faire, where the ſun 
ſhines (ocleare , and the hay holſome that is vaied with ſuch 
fplrdant rates. Renownedand moT notable Duke (qv.ſhe) 
poꝛe harueſt folkes pzay fo2 faire weather, and it is the labo- 
vers comfozt to ſee his wozk paoſper, and ehe moze happy may 
we cont the dap, that is bleſſed with pour pzincely pzeſence: 
bat moze happy lapd the Duke, are they which are connerſant 
in thy But let me intreat thee to furneback fo (hy 
maſters with me, and commit thy fbzke toſome that are fitter 
fo; ſuch toile:truſt me, me thinks thy dame is fo much ill ad- 
niſde, in ſetting thee to ſuch hom iy bafines. J muſe thou canſt 
mdure this vile beſaming ſeruitude , whoſe delicate limmes 
were nener framed topꝛoueſuch painefullexperimentes. 

Albeit, quoth ſhe, it becommeth not mee to controule your 
tudicical thoughts, vet, were you not the Duke, J would ſay, 
pour opinion deceiued pou;though your faire eyes ſceme ciere 
pet I deemed them bnperfect if they caſt befo2e your mind any 
ſhadow oz ſparke of beauty in me: But J rather thinke, ba⸗ 
cauſe it hath beene an old ſaping, that women are pꝛoude ts 
heace themſelnes pꝛaiſed, that you eyther ſpeake this, te d;ine 
away the time, oz to wing me from my to apparant imper⸗ 
fections. But J humbly intreat pardon, ts long haue J foze- 
flowed my buſines, and ſhewne my lelfe onerbolde in your 
meſence: and therewith, wich a courtly gracs , bending her 
kneests the courtcous Dake , ſhe went oz ward to the fiel, 
and the Duke to the towne of Glonceffer. 
When he came thither, he made his heeper great cheers, in- 
treating them they would gine him roſpite is be a while with 
old Gray; foz we twaine ma haue a game 86: two, quoth he: 
and fo2 my ſafe returne. J gage to you my p2tncely wozd, that 
as Jam a true Knight and a Gentleman, J will returne fafy 
to your charge againe. 

The keepers being content, the Duke departed, * 


of Fhodts of Reading. 
whit Gray found hindſceifebufte in many matters, be tate op- 
paatunity totalkewith Mar guet She bo by hu latters be- 
foze was pziuy to his purpoſe, geſt hand the cauſe of his 
comming: to whom heſpake to this effect. 

Faire mai de. J did long ſince manifef my lone to theeby 
my letter; tel me therefoze, were it not better to ba a Dutches 
then a dzuvge? a Lady of high reputation, then a ſeruant of 
Cruple degrec? with me thou mighteft ue in plaſure, dere 
ders thou dzaweſt thy dapes fo2th in paine; by my lone thou 
ſhouldſt be made Lady of great treaſures : whcre now thou 
art poze and beggerly; all mannerof delights ſhould them at 
tend on thes, and whatſoever thy heart defired, thou ſhould 
haus: wherefozs ſeeing it lies in thy owne choiſe, make thy 
ſeife happy,by conſenting to my ſuite. 
Sir (quoth (he) J confeſſe pour loue deſernesa Ladyesfa- 
303, your affccion a faithful frirnd,ſuch a one as ſhould make 
but ont heart and mind ot twohearts and bodies; but farre 
varfit is it that Þ Turtle ſhanldmatch with the E agu though 
ber loue be ncuer lo pure, her wings are vnfitte to monnt fo 
high. Mhile [ hales gap on the ſtarres, be ſtumbledin a pit. 
And thep that clime vnadutſedip, catch a fall ſuddenly 3 what 
auayleth high dignu in tune of aduerſity? it nexther helpeth 
the ſoꝛrow of the heart, no cmuues the bodies miſery: as fo - : 
wealth e-treaſure, what are cyey, but foztunes baits is bing 
men in danger? god fo2 noch ng but tomake prople fo2get the 
ſelucs: and whereas pou alleage poucrty to be a henderer of 
the hearts comfo2f, J find it iu my ſelſe contrary, knowing 
inoze ſurety to teſt vnder a ſtaple dabite, then aropall robe: 
and verily there is none in the woz1d pe but they that think 
themſclucspwze; foz ſuch as are indued with content, ate rich 
hauing not hing cis: but he that is poJeWed with riches, with - 
cut content, is moſt woetthed and miſerable. Mherefoꝛe moſt 
noble Dur? , atbeit 3 account m7 lie vawozthy of your teat 
faugur pet J wou'd teſhe y: u ta match peut loue to pour t ke, 
and let me reſt ta my Rake, m vſe niy Fozke loʒ my kung, 

Conũ der, aut Margarct(queth he) that it lies no i. mans 
power (o place his lone where he EU being the — — 
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bigh deity, A ly was nener latte in Pontus, nas krue loue in 
a flerhingmend J remonethe allegation of my heark,. 
whichin.nature geſc the ſfoue Abiſtn wholeifire can 
neucr bt coled: wherefoze ſwert mapden giue not obſtinate de⸗ 
mall, where gentle ageptance ought to veretciued, - -- 
Faire ſit quoth the}conſtner what hin diſpleaſute may ris 
by a raſh match, what-danger.o Kings frowns map bzeed,my- 
wonthicile matching with pour ropalty, may perhaps regains 
| your libettꝝ. and hazzrdany life; then call to mind how litfle 
rom Gouldjnioy your loue. oa 3 my wedded Le % 0. 
Che Duke at theſe wozds made this repſp. that it ſhe conſens 
ted de Wand not datadan danger. The thunder (quech he) 
is dmen away by ringing of belles, the f aus waath quati- 
fied by a reeloing body: dow much moze: a bzvthers anger 
with a bzothecs jntreaty ? By nu he hath teteiad many fa- 
nozs, end neuer pet did he rt quite any one ofthorn- aud who 
is inezant that the nunteiy cone wherh adoznoth his head, 
ume right,c 94 (obich-3.am: content he ſhall tilienioy , fohs 
peauits wykiadneFe ; But if he ſhould nof, then would J bs 
like thoſe men (that cating ofthe tree Lutes) fozget the coun- 
try where they were bozne, andnener moze ſhould this clime 
couermy head, but with thee would J line in a ſtrange land, 
being hetter content with an egge in thy company, then wit 
althe delicates in England. 
- The mayven hearing this, who. with manyother words 
was long wocd, at laſt conſented ; where peclding to him 
heart with her hand, de departed, appointing te terłiſſe 
from Cardiffe Caſfle what one gre he wouldfollow : 
ſo taking his leaue of Gray, hs went to his bzothers,and with- 
them polted to Carviffe, 
pe. if is to be remembzed, that ſir VVilliam Ferres withs 
in a day oz two after came unto Graies houſe , as it was his 
ozdinarp cuſtame, but not ſo much J wis foz Graics company, 
as fa; the mind he had to Margaret his maide, who although 
he wers a marrped man, and had a faire Lady fo his wife, vet 
he lapd hard ſiege fs the fozt of this maydens chaſtity, haning 
w many faire wozds ſought to allure her, and hy the offer of. 
ſundzyrich gifts to tempt her. But whe ſhe ſaw, that by a hun⸗ 


dꝛed 


off, boaaioiRedfing, 


dzed denlais ſhe could nt bert of bini. 
ſuddon to. gine him uch an aner ns d;2nehantroura de- 
— lucha concelt, as mam — 
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Dir Williaw Ferrers being very inepoztumate Io hane tr 
graunt his deſire , aud when after ſundzyaſlant's $0-gone 
him ſtil the repuiſe, ha would nus imowthe can 
. wonld not lone him t quoty he , If thou dibveft a 
be ig that ſceketh thy (aue;, what pleaſure he may dde this By 
dis purſe, and what crevit by his corntenance, thou wouleft 
neuer ſtand on ſuch nice points, It I be thy frionv;whdivg- 
- reth be thy foe + and what is he that will ente call thy name 
in que ſtion foz anything t therefuze ſweet gerls be better av- 
niſed, and refuſe not my offer being ia lara. 

. Cxaly ut William (quoth the) thongh therabe ny roa- 
ſans to make me den pour ſuite , vet is thew one abouethe 
reſt that cauſes me J cannot loue yon. n Ip2zaythies my 
wench ,. lot me know that quoth he; and 3 wil amendit what 

ſoeuer it be. Pardon me fir, ſaid Margaret, ii J D 
my mind, it would pniſibly e ters sua do nana, 
becauſe it is a defect in Nature, which nophiſlcirs mee. 
Hit VVilliam heating ber lay ſo, beingabathed at her. 
ſatd, Faire Margaret, let me ( if I may obtaine nv wmaggat 
the hands) pet intreat thee ts know what this defect haefy 
be. J am net way neckt.« ok-lead, tub foted lame-banded, 
Ro3 blcare-eled: what can make thts miſike : I neuer knew 
any body that take exceptions at my perſon i. 
And themoze ſozie am J quoth ſhe, that 4 was ſs mala- 
pext to ſpeaks it, but pardon my n fir V Vil- 
liam, J would 3 had beenc like the tum tongueteſſe; then 
ſhould J neuer haue cauſed pour diſ quiet. Pay, fwært Marga- 
ret, qusth he, tell me deate lous, Jcommendthy fingleneCe 
of heart, god Margacer ſpeake. Gad i V Villiam let it reit 
quoth ſhe, I — will got beblenelt whin J havere- 
wealed it. neither is it a thing that vont m help : ans vet (ch 
i mp fokiſhnelle, had it not veene fo; that, I'thinks verily'Y 
2 — W 
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much to know what it is, J wil teil von: it is fir, your (ll 
faur2ed great noſe. that hangs ſaggirgſoloathſomly to your 
lipzes that J cannot find in my hart ſa much aso kifſe pon. 

What.my noir quoth he: is my nole ſo great and 3 neuer 
untem it: Certamnię 9 thought my noſe to he as comely as any 
mans:but this it ts, we are al apt tothink welof out ſelaes, 
and a great de alt betirt than we ought : but let me ſ@, (wy 
noſe! )by the maſſe tis trus, I do nom fals it uy ſelſe: God 
Led, how mas J blinded befe22 t Percupon it is certaine, 
that the night was inen into ſuch acenteit, as none could 
perſwade him but dis noſe was ſo great inded; his Lady, 83 
any other that ſpake to the contrarie, be would ſay they were 
fatterers, aud that thep lied, inſom uch that be would be rea- 
dy to ſtrike ſome of fhcrtn that ton mended oꝛ ſyene well ofhis 
noſe. I they were men of wozthip oz on} otberthat contra- 
rted him in his opinion , he word ſweare ther flowted him, 
and be ready to challenge them the ficlv. Pe became ſo aſha- 
med ot himſelſe, that after that day he wols neuet go aon, 
wherebp Margaret was well tid et bis company. 

On atime, a weſe and graue gentleinon ſa ing him groun- 
der in hi« cor:cett ſo ſtrongiy. geme his Lady counſcil, not to 
conttary him therem but rath-r ſay that ſhe would ſake cut 
ſorvecunning Phſſitton to cure him: foz, ſaid he, as fir V Vi1- 
lam hath taken thts corccit of t imſc la. ſo is he like ntuet to 
bears other opinion, till his owne conteit doth remoue it, the 
which muſt be wiſely wꝛought to bꝛing it ts paſſe. 

Whcreapon the Lady hauing conferred with a Pitten 
that bare a great name in the county, hee vadertoke to re- 
moue this fond conteit by his ſkill. The dax being eppointed 
when the Phiũtten ſhould come, and the knight becing tolds 
thereof, foz very toy be woulo got fozth tomete dim, when a 
woman of the towne ſaw the knight, hauing heard what ru- 
m.02 went becauſe of hisnoſe, ſhe loked very ſtedlaſtiy vpon 
him: the knight caſting his epe vpon her, ſ&ingherto gaze ſs 
wiſtly in his face, with an angry countenance , (ard thus fo 
her, Ahr dow now god huſwile, can you not get you about 


rourbuſMmes ? The woman being a ſhzewthh queane, an\ws- 
te d 
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rad him tuttediy. can J not che. as, L 
ba is the r 
nols Tands in my way, MAbere vit the knight being veris 
angry,and aboſked, went backe age te dis touſe. 

Tho bitten being come, de hav filled a certain blad- 
der with ſhapes bia, aud conveyedit inis bis us, where 
at the iCaeof the blader he had pat tn a pate of a ſwans qu 
thaongh the which the bled ſhoutd tunne out of the blauer 
is cloſe by his hand, that he bolding the knight by the nog, it 
might not be pettemed, bat that & 1ſnev thence. All things 
being pzepard ho told the knight, thst by a foule coʒcupt bio 
wherowith the veines of his noſe were ouerrharged, his its 
podunent did grow, therefozeqd de, to haue redzedſe a (big 
diſeaſe you muſt haue a deine opned in pore noſe, whence this 
foule coꝛtuption muſt be taken; whereupon it wil follow, that 
pour noſe wil fall agame e his naturall pzops;tion , and ne- 
ner (hal you be troubla d with ras griefe any me, ard there⸗ 
upon will J gage mylife. 

J pꝛav you maſtei dots; ſaid the knight, is my noſe ſo big 
as vou make it : With cemerence J max ſpeake it , ſaid the 
phifition, to tell the trueth,ond auoyd flaftery, J nener (awe 
a mo2e muſ-ſhapen noſe ſo fr ule ta ngbt. Loe yon now Pas 
dam, quoth i be knight , this is pou that ſaid mp noſe was as 
well. as pandlome, and as comety a nofe as any mans. 
Alas ſix quoth the J ſpakert(God wot) becauſe pou honld 
not griene ac t, no take my wo02ds in ill part, neither dis it 
nded become me to wiſhtkeofyour noſe. 

Al this we will quickly remedy, ſaid the phiſitiaꝝ, haue no 
doubt: and with that, he very o2dcrly pꝛickt him in the noſe, 
but not in any veins whereby he might bleed: and pzeſcntly - 
hauing a tricke finely to vnſtop the quill, the blod ranae into 
abaſon in great abundance : and when the blaoder was erip⸗ 
ty, and the baſon almoſt full the Phtifition ſemen to clcſe the 
veine, and aſked him how he felthus noſe , ſhewing the great 
of filthy blend which from thence he had taken. 
The knight beholding it with great wonder, ſaid he thoght 
that no man in the wozld had 9 with ſuch adun⸗ 
* dance 
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dance of corupt blond m bis trhole bovy'; as li in his miſ- 
thapennoſe , and theretvithall he began to toach and handle 
his noſe, ſaying,that he felf it nightily aſſnaged, Jmmeviatly 
a glafſe was bzought wherein he might dehotd himſelke. Yoa 
mary qd he now J'p2aiſeGod , J ſee m noſs ia come into 
ſome reaſonable pzopoztion, and J feels u loife very wel ca- 

ſedof the burden theres; but it it continus thus, thats all. 1 
will warrant your wozſhip, ſaid the philition, fox euer being 
troubled with the like againe . Wherenpon the knight reret- 
ned great ioy, and the Docoʒ a high reward. - 


How Thomasof Reading was murdred at his hoafts houſe * 
ot Colebreoke , who alſo had murdred many before him, 
how their wickednes was at length reuealed. Cha. 7. 


| Homas of Reading hauing many occaſſions to come to 
London, af wel about his owne affairs, as alis the kings 
buſinefſe, being in a great office under his Maieſty, it 
chanced on a time, that his hoft and huſtefſe of Colebzok,who 
thzough couetouſnes had murdzed many of their gheſis, and 
haning euerp time he came thither great ffoze of his money to 
tay vp, appointed him to be the next fat pig that ſhould be kil- 
led: Foz it is tobe vnderſtid, that when they plottedthemur- 
ther ol any man, this was al wares their terme, the man to his 
wife e the woman to her huſ bad, Mile, there is now a fat pig 
to be had, if you want one. Whereapon fhe would anſwere 
thus, J pzay vou put him in the hogſtie till to mozrow . This 
was, when any man came thither alone without others in his 
tompanp, and they ſaw he had great ffozs of money. 
This man ſhould be then laid in the chanberright over the 
kitchin, which was a fairs chamber, and better ſet out then . 
ny other in the houſe; the beit bevſted therein, though it were 
little and low, vet was it moſt cunningtp t arued, and faire te 
the exe: the feet whereof were faſt naild to the chamber flaze, 
in ſuch ſozt , that it couldnot in any wiſe fall, the bed that lay 
therein was laſt ſowed to the ſides of the bedſted: P0ozeo- 
ner, that part of the chamber whereupon this bed and bed- 
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lende fade , was made in ſuch ſozt that u the pulling out of 
two eon piunes below ia the kitchingit was to be let downs 
and taken vp by a dzaw bꝛidge. oz in maner of a troppe dae: 
mozeouer in the kitchin , diregly vader the place where this 
ſhonld fall: was a mighty great caldzon, wherein they vſed ta 
ſethe theirliquoz when they went t: bzewing, Now, the mn 
d — — were laid into this bed and in the 
dead time of the night when they were ſound a ſleeys by pluc- 
king out the foze ſaid iron pinns, downe would the man fall 
out of his bed into the hoyling calvzon,andall the coat hes that 
were vpon him: where being ſuddenly ſtaldes and dzowned, 
be wagneuer able to cry 02 ſpeak one wezd. 

Cben had they a little ladder euer Landing ready in the kit · 
chin, vy the which they pzeſently mounted into the ſayd chams 
ber, and there cloſely toke away the mans apparell.as alſo his 
monep, in his male oz capcaſe ; and then likting vp the ſaydfal-! 
ling flwze which hung by hinges, they made it laſt as befoze. -- 

Che dead body would they take pzeſently ont of the Caivzon 

and thꝛow it dolun the riger, which ran nate vnto their honte, 
whereby they eſcaped all danger. 
w ifinthe mozningar.y of the reſt ol the ghelts that had 
falkt with the murthered man guer eue.chanft to aſke fog hin 
as hauing occaſion to ride the ſame way that her ſhould bans 
done, the godman would anſwere, that de tak: hazſe aged 
while befoge day, and that he hunſelfe did ſet him fozward : che 
bozſe the godman would allo take out ot the fable , econuay 
bim ta a hay-barne of his, that ſtod from his houſe a mile a 
two, whercof himlelfe did alwales kepe the keies full charilp, 
and when any hay was to be bzought from thence, with his 
ownehands he would deliver it: then, beſoze the bo2ſe ſhoalo 
go from thence, he would diimarke him: as it he ware a long 
taile, he would make him curtall, oz elſe crop his eaxes, oꝛ cut 
bis oz put out one of his eyes and by this meanes he 
kept himſelte along time vaknowne. 

Now Thomas ot Reading as I ſayd befoze , being mark, 
88 fo2 a fat pig, he was laied in the ſarne chamber ot death 
roafon. Gray of Glouceſter chaunſt alſo to come that: 
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ment time he cams, he was laid there ine, but de- 
tens be falt ape. 63 was warme in his bed, onocame riving 
tough the tolune. and cried piteonſly,that London was al on 
& fire,ond that it had barned downe | homas Bec lets houſe 
in Weſtcheape. and a great number moze in the (ame fireete, 
and ret (death he) the fire is not guoncde. 
Which tidings when [homas of Reading heard, he was 
very ſozrowfull , fo; of the ſame ; eckct that day had do recet- 
ned a great pa te of monep. and had left in his houſe many of 
dis waittings and ſome that appertatned to the king alſo:ther⸗ 
foze there was no nat but he wouldrive back againe to Lon- 
don pzeſently, to ſee how the matter ods thereupon making 
himlſelfe ready, departed. This croſſe foztane cauſed his hoaſt 
to trotone, nenert helefc þ next time (quoth he will pay fo; all. 
Hotwithſtanding. God ſo wzought, y they were pzenented 
then likewiſe,by reaſenofa great ſtay that hapned in the houſe 
| betwixt a couple ij; fel out at Dice, inſomuch as the murderers 
thitolues were info2cev total him vp.being a man in great au⸗ 
thoaity,that he might (et the houſe in quietnes, out of thz which 
by meanes of this quarell, they doubted to loſe many things, 
Another tune when he ſhould haue beene layd in the ſame 
placs he fell o icke, that herequeſted to haue ſome body to 
watch with hun, whereby alſo they could not bing thetr vile 
purpuſe to paſſe. But hard it is to efcape the ill toꝛtunes wher- 
mats a man is allotted: ſo2 albeit that þ next time that bs came 
to London bis bo2ſe ſtunibied andbzoke one of his lea ges, as 
he ſhould ride homeward , yet hired he another to haſton his 
alone death: fo2 there was noremedy but he ſhould go to Col 
ban that night:but by the way he was fo heany a fleeps, that 
be could ſcant hee pe himſeife th the ſuddie; and when he came 
neere vnto the Towne his noſe barf? out ſuddenly ableeding 
iel. to tus Inne hecame,and ſo heauy was his heart, thas 
be could eate no meate: his heoſt and hoaſtiſe hearing he was 
ſo Pelanchelp, came vp to cheere him, ſaping. Jeſus. Paſler 
Cole, what aples pou to nighte ne uet did wee ſee you tes (ad 
bebe: will it pleaſe you to haue a quatt of vurnd ſacke Mit 
agu quoth he) and would te God I homas Done _ 
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her, hee would ſurely malte me metry, and we ſhould lacke no 
mulick: bat J am ſozy foz the mag witha'l my heart, that hee 
is come ſo farre behind hand; but alaſſe , ſo much can enerp 
man ſay, but what god doth it him No no, it is not woꝛdes 
can helpe a man inthis caſe, the man had neve of other retiefe 
then ſo. Let me ſæ: J haue but one child in the wozld e that 
is my daughter, and halfe that J haue is hers, the other halfe 
my wifes. What then? ſhall J be god to no boop but them: 
In conſcience, my wealth is to much foz a couple to pcfſeſſe, 
and what 1s our Religion without charity? And fo whom is 
charity moze to beſhewne then to decaiedhouſholders? 

God my hoaſt lend me a pen and inke, and ſome paper, ſo: 
J will wꝛite a letter vnto the poze man ſtraight, and ſomes 
tbing J will giue him: that almes which a man beffolveg 
with his own hands he ſhalbe ſure to haue deliuered, and God 
knows how long Jſhall liue. 

With that, his hoaſtiſe diſſemblingip anſwered , ſaying. 
Doubt not, Maſter Cole,you are like enough by the courſe of 
nature to line many yeres. God knowes ( quoth he) J neuer 
found my heart ſo heauy befo:e . By this time, pen, inke and 
paper was bought, ſetting himſelfe to wating , as followeth, 

In the name ot God, Amen I bequeath my ſoule to God, 
and my body to the ground, my goods equally betweene my 
wife Elenor,and Iſabel my daughter. Item | giue to Thomas 
Doue of Exeter one hundred pounds, nav that is too little, I 
giue to Themas Douctwo hundred pounds, in money, to be 
payd vnto him preſently vpon his demaund thereof by my 
ſayd write and daughter. 

Va, how ſap you mp hoaft qd he) is not this well? J pzay 
pou reade it. Pis poaſt laking thercon, ſayd, why Halfer 
Cole, what haue you wattcy 551? you ſapd pou would watte 
aletter,butmethmkes pou hauc made a vall, what nerd haue 
you to doe thus? thanks be to God , you may line 1nany fay2e 
yares, Tis truf{quoth Colc\if it pleaſdCed,and I ttuſt this 
waiting cannot ſhoꝛten mp dayes: but let nie ſee, haue J made 
a will? N pꝛomiſepon, J did verily purpoſe fo watke a 
letternotwithſtanding .3 haue wzittenthat that God put in 
to my wind: but lok once agatne my mn „ks it not —_— 
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there, that Doue ſhall haue two hundzedpormns, to be papd 
when hs comes to demand it?pes inderd, ſayd his hoaſt. Mell 
then. all is well ſayd Cole, and it ſhall go as it is foʒ me. J will 
not be ſtow the new waitting thercof any moge. 

Chen folding it vp. he ſealed it,veGring thathis hoaſt wouts 
ſend it to Exeter Pepzomiſeb that he would. notwithſtanding 
Cole was not ſo ſatiffled: but after ſome pauſe, he would needs 
hire one to tartꝝ it. And fs ſitting downe ſap in his chaire a⸗ 
gaine, vpon a ſudden he burſt foꝛth a weeping: they deman- 
ding tbe cauſe thcresf he ſpake as followeth: 

No cauſe of theſe teares J know; but ir comes now into m 

minds (ſayd Colc)when J ſet toward this my laſt tourney to 
London, bow my daughter toke on, what a coy'e ſhe kept 
to haue me tap:and J could not be rid of the little baggage a 
long time, ſhe did ſo hang ab ut me. when her mother by vio- 
lence toke her a wap, che cried out moſt maine, D my father, 
my father, J ſhall neuer ſee him againe. 
Alas,pzetty ſoule,ſaid bis hoſteſſe. this was but meer kind- 
neſſe in the. girle, and it ſeemeth ſhe is very ſond of pou. But 
alaſſe, why ſhould pou grieue at this rou muſt conſider that 
it was but childiſyneſſe. J, it is indeed, ſapd Cole, and with 
that he began to nod. Then they aſhe d him if he weuld as to 
bed, No ſayd he, although J «mhecuy , J haue no mind to go 
to bed at all. Mith that ccrtaine muſitions of the towne came 
to the chamber, and knowing Halter Col: was there , dzue 
out their inſttuments. and very ſolemnelybeganne to play. 

This mulicke comes very well (ſaid Cole) and when he had 
liſtned a while therennto.heſaid, Pe thinks theſe inſtruments 
ſound like the ting of © . Par Ouer ies bells, but the baſe 
dzownes all the reſt: and in my eare it goes like a bell p rings 
a fozenones knell, fo: Geos ſake let them leaue ott, and bears 
them this ſimple reward. The muſfcions being gone, his 
hoaft aſksd if now it would pleaſehim to go to bed; foz(quoth 
he) it is welneare eleuen or the clocke. 

With that, Cole beholding his hofte anv hoſteſſe earnefly, 

began to ſtart backe, ſaying, what aile you io looke ſo like pale 

death? good Lozd, what haue you done, that your hands are 

thusbloudy:what my hands, ſaid his hoſt? Why you m_ 
t 
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they are neither blouvy noz fonle : either your cles do greatly 
dazell, oz elſe fancies of a troubled mind do delude vou. 

Alas my hoalk, pou may ſie, ſude he, how weake my wits 
are , I neuer had my head ſo iviebefdze. Come, let me mine 
ente mo, and then J will to bed, and troubie you no loager. 
With that be made hunſelfe vnreavy , and — 
very diligent to warme a kerchefe, and put if about his 
God Lend ſaid he J am not ſicke, J pzayſe God, but ſuch an 
alteration J-findin my ſelſe as 4 neuer did befo2e. 

With that the ſcritch owle cried pitteoufly, and anone after 

tha night rauen ſate croking hard by his window, Jeſu haue 
mercy vpon me. quoth he, what anillfauozed crie do vonder 
carcion birds make. and therewithall he laid hun downe in his 
bed,from whence he nener roſe againe. 
Bis hoſt and hoſtefe, that all this while noted his froubled 
mind, began fo commune betwirt themſelues thereof. And 
the man ſaid , he knew not what were beſt to be done. By 
my conſent (q 10th he) the matter ſhould paſſe , fo2 I thinke 
it is not beſt to meddle on him. What man (queth ſhe) faint 
pou now? haue pou done ſo many, and do you thiinke at this? 
Then Gewing him a great deale of gold which Cole had left 
with her, the ſaid, 2Uevld it not gricue a bodies heart to loofe 
this t hang the oldchuiſe, what ſhould he do liuing any lon- 
ger? de hath to much. and we haue to little: tut huſband, let 
the thing be done and then this is our owne. GER. 

Her wicked counſell was followed, and when they had liſt⸗ 
ned at bis chamber dooze , they heard the man ſound aſlæpe. 
All is ſafe, quoth they , and downe into the kitchin they goe, 
their ſeruants being all in bedde, and pulling out the pꝛon 
pins,downe fel the bed, and the man dꝛopt out info the boyling 
caldzon. Ye being dead, thep bet wixt them caſt his body into 
the riger, his clothes they hid away, and made all things as it 


ſhould be: but when he came to the (table to conuey thence 
Coleshozfe , the ſtable doze being open, the hozſe had got 
looſe, and with a part of the halter about his necke, and ſtraw 
truſſed vnder his belly , as the oſtlers had dzeſſed him oze æue, 
he was gone oat at the backe ide, which led into a great fleld 
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loyning to the hauſe, and lo leaping diuers hedges, being a lu⸗ 
fie ſtond hozſe. had got into a ground where a mare was gra- 
ling. with whom be kept{uch a coils , that they got into the 
bigh way, where one ofthe toon miet ing them, knew the 
mare, and bzought ber « the buzſe to the man that owd hex. 

In the meane (pace the Puſitians had bene at the June, 
and in requitall of theircuenings gift, they intended to gin 
Cole ſome muſickt in the moꝛning. The godman told them 
he toke hozſe befoze day: likewiſe there was a gueſt in the 
bouſe that would haue bozne him companp to Reading; vnto 
whom the hoſte alſo anſwered, that he himſelfe ſet him vpon 
bozſe backe, and that he went long agoe . Anone comes the 
man that owed the mare, tnqniring vp and Towne fo know 
and ik none of them miſſed a hozſe , who ſatd no. At laſt hee 
came to the ſigne of the Crane where Cole lap: and calling 
ths hoſtlets he demanded of them if they lackt none:they ſald 
uo. Why then ſaid the man, J perceive my mare is god foz 
fa met hing kloꝛ if J ſend her to field ſingle,ſhe wil come home 
double: thus it paſſed on all that day and the night folowtng. 
But tbe next day after , Coles wife muſing that her huſband 
tame nat home, ſent one ofher men on hozſe-backe, to ſie it he 
could met him; and if (quoth ſhe) pon meet him not betwixt 
this and Colebꝛoke, aſke fo2 him at the Crane, but if pou find 
him not there, then ride to London; ſoz J doubt he is either 
ficke, o2 clſe ſome nuſchance hath fallen vnto him. 

The fellow did ſo, and aſking foz him at Colebꝛoke, they 
anſwered ; he went homeward frem thence ſuch a day. The 
ſertant muſiug what ſhould be becom ok his maſter, and mas 
king mucp ;nquiry in the townefo2 him; at length one tolde 
hun of a haz © that was found on the high wap, and no man 
knew wh; nce he came. He going to ſæ the hezſe, knew him 
pꝛelſen: ig, ant to the Trane he goes with him . The hoaſt of 
the houſe pccc:tuing this, was blanke and that night fled ſe⸗ 
cretlp away, he feliow going vnto the Juſticz defired his 
help, peientlp after wozd was bꝛought that larman of the 
Crane was gone; then all man ſaid he had ſurelp made Cole 


away; and the muſitioas told what Iarman ſaidto them — 
. 
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ther would hans giuen Cole mulicke. Then the woman bes 
ing appzehended t examined confeſſed the truth. Iarmon ſone 
alter was taken in Wlinſoz fozeff, Vo and his wife were both 
hangd after they had laid pet al theſe things befozeerp;eſſed, 
Allo he confefſed , that he being a carpenter made that falſe 
falling lmze, and how his wile deuiſed it. And how ther had 
mardzed by that means lx.perſons. And yet nofkwithKanding 
all the mener which they had gotten thereby, they pꝛoſpered 
not, but at their death were formd very farre in debt. 
When the king heard ofthis murter, he was fo2 the ſpace 
of vy. dayes (6 fozrowfull and heauy as be would rot heare 
any ſuite, giuing alſo commaundement, that the honfe ſhoulo 
quite be conſumed with fire wherein Cole was mendꝛed, and 
that no man ſhould ever bufld vpou that curſed ground. 

Coles ſubſtance at his death was extæ ding great, he had 
daily in his houſe an hund2ed men ſerumts and rl.maids; he 
maintaind beſide aboue two oꝛ the hund2ed people, ſpinners 
and cardet s, and a great many other houſhol ters. h is wilt 
after neuer married; and at her death ſhe beſtotwe d a mightie 
ſumme of money toward the maintaining of the new buiived 
monaſtery. Mer daughter boas moſt richly marrir d to 4 gen⸗ 
tlemar.of great wozfhip , by whom thee hav manpehlldzen. 
And ſome lap, that the rtaer whereinto Cole was cat, did 
euer ſince carry the name ot Cole, being called, The riuer of 
Cole, and the towne of Colebzwke, 


How divers of the Clothicrs u iues went to the churching of 
Suttons wife of Salisbury, and of tt.eir merunents, Cha. 12. 


898 wife of Saliſdutp which had lately bin delluered of 
a ſonne , againſt her going to Church, pꝛepared great 
cheare ; at what time Suttons wife of Douth-hampton came 
thither , and ſo did digers other ofthe Clothiers wines, one- 
ly is make merry at this Churthing feaſt: and whileſt theſe 
Dames ſateat the able, Crab. V Veaſell, and Wren wat? 
ted on tbeb#28 , and as the old Pzonerbeſpeaketh, Pany 
women many wozds. lo (rllit out at that tune: foxthere was 
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ſuch p;3tling, that if paſſed: ſome talk of their haſbands tro- 
wardnes, lone ſhewed theirmaids luttithnes,otherſome dei⸗ 
cipyered the coſtlines of their garments,ſome told many tales 
of their neighbozs : and to be.bztefe , there was none of them 
but would haue talke foz a whole day. : 
But when Crab, VVealell,  V Vren ſaw this, they con⸗ 
cluded betwirt themſelnes, that as oft as anyof the women 
had a god bit ofmeat on their trenchers, they otfring a cleans 
one, ſhould catch that conunodity,and fo they did: but the wo⸗ 
men being buſie in talke , marked it not, till at the laſt one 
found leſure to mille her meat: whereupon the ſaid, that their 
bolones exceeded their diligence. Not ſo fozſath, ſaid V V ca- 
ſell. there is an hundzedboider than we. ame mee one ſaid 
the woman if you can. A flea is bolder,quoth Crabbe. Ho 
will you pꝛoue that ſaid the woman / Becauſe quoth he,they 
will crerps vnder pour coates, where we dare not come, and 
now e then bite you by the buttocks as it they were b:zatvns. 
But what becomes of them qd the woman? their ſweet meat 
hath Cow2e ſaute, and theit luſtines doth often coll them thetr 
lines, therefoze take beed. A god warning of a faire woman, 
ſaid V'Vren, but J had not thought ſofine a wit in a fat belly. 


The women ſeeing their men ſo merry ſaid it was a ſigne 


there was god ale in the houſe . Thats as fit foz achurching 
quoth V V caſcll, as a cudgell foz a curſt queane. Thus with 
communication and merry quips they dzone out the 
time, till the fruit and ſpice cakes were (et on the bod: At 
what time one of them began to aſke of the other if they heard 
not of theccuell murder of Thomas of Reading. What,ſaive 
the reft,is old Cole murdzed when J pꝛay you was the deede 
done :? Che other anſwered, on fridap laſt. O god Loꝛd, ſaid 
the women, how was it done, can you tell: 

As repozt goeth ſaid the other, he was roffed aline. O pitti- 
fall was he roaſted ? Andeeve J heard one ſap , a man was 
murdzed at London, and that he was ſodden at an Inholders 
bonſe, and ſerued in to the gheſts in ſtead of pozke. 

No neighbour, it was not at London, ſaid another: J hear 
ſay twas commung from London, at a place called Colebzwke, 
| and 
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and it is repoꝛted foz truth, that the Inholder madepies of 
him, and penn paſties, vea, and made his owne ſeruant eate 
a pieceof dim. But J paay vou, god neighbour , can you tell 
how it was knowne? ſome ſay, that a hozſereuealed it. 

Now by the maſſe (quoth Grayes wife) it was told one of 
my neighbozs, that a certaine hozſe did ſpeake, and told great 
things. That ſounds like a lye, ſapd one of them. Why, ſayd 
another, may not a hozſeſpeake , as well as Balaams affe ? At 
may be, but it is vnlikely;ſaid the third. But where was the 
hoꝛſe when he ſpake: 4s ſome ſap( quoth ſhe) he was in þ field, 
and had bzoke out of the Stable, where he od faſt lockt in 
mighty ſtrong iron fetters, which he burſt in pertes, as if they 
had berne ſfrawes, and bzoke downe the Stable doe, and ſa 
gotte away. The god man comming in at theſe ſpert hes, aſ- 
ked what that was they talkt of. Marp, ſayd his wife, we 
heare that Cole of Reading is murdzed: J pzay vou is it true? 
J, ſayd Sutton, it is true, that vile villaine his hoaſt murde⸗ 
red him, in whole houſe the man had ſpent many a pound. But 
did they make pies ol him, ſayd his wife? No no, quoth her 
buſband: he was ſcalded to death in a boylir.gcaldzon , and al⸗ 
terward thzowne into a running tiuer that is hard bp. But, 
god huſband, how was it knowne? By his hozſe, quoth hes. 
What, vid he tell, his mafter was murthered? could the hozſe 
ſpeake Engliſh? J eſus. what a fwliſh woman are you {quoth 
hs: to aſ ke ſuch a que ſtion But to end this, pou are all heatti⸗ 
ly welcome, god neighbozs, and J am ſoꝛry you had no bet- 
ter cheere. So with thanks the women departed. Thus haue ye 
heard the diuers tales that wil be ſpꝛed abꝛoad of an euill dd. 


How Duke Robert deceiued his keepers and got from them: 


how he met faite Margaret, and in carrying her away , was 


taken for the which he had his eyes put out. Chap, 13. 


Vke Robert, hauing as pon heard. obtained the lone ot 
faire Margaret, did now caſt in his mind, how he might 
delade his kepers, andcarry her away. In theend 
be being fully reſelued what to doe, ſent his letter vnto 

ber 
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ber, wheceinhe requeſted, that ſhe would be ready to mate 
bim in the lazeſt, bet wixt Carvdiffe and Glonceſter, : 
Lhe young Lady hauing lecretly receiued his meſſage, vn⸗ 
knowne to her maſter q dame, in a mozning betinto made 
ber readype and gat fwzth , walking to the appointed place, 
where her lou ſhould meete her. 

During her aboad there, and thinking long ers her lone 
came, the entered into divers paſſions, which indeed pꝛeſaged 
ſame diſaſter foztume to follow. W my ders Lone, ſapd the, 
bow ſlacke art thou in perfourming thy pꝛomiſei why doe 
not thy deeds agree with thy inditing: ſee, theſe are thy wozds, 
Come my deere Margaret, and with Cupids ſwift wings tlie 
to thy friend, ve now as nimble in thy foting, as the Camels 
of W2actria, that rnnne an hundzed miles a day, J will waite 
and ſtay foʒ thee, ſo I ſtaꝝ not to lang. There is ns countrey 
like Auſtria foz ambling hozſes, ę tocarry thee 3 haue got one. 
OO mp Loue (quoth che) heere am J, but where art thou? O 
why doeſt thou play the trewant with Time, who like the 
winde ſlides away vnſeens An ambling gennet of Spaine is 
to flow toſerue our turnes. A flpiag hazſe, foz flying Louers 
were molk meete . And thus caſting many lokes thzough the 
Siluane ſhades, vp and downe to eſpie him, ſhe thought enery 
minute,anhoure, til ſhe might ſee him, ſometimes ſhe would 
wiſh herſelfe a bird, that ſhe might fiyethzough the aire to meet 
him, oz a petty ſquireil no climethe bighelt tree to diſcry his 
comming: but fiuding her wiſhes vaine, ſhe began thus to ex⸗ 
cuſe him and perſwaded her ſelfe, ſaying. 

Pow much to blame am J, to finde fault with my friend? 
Alalle men that lacke their libertp, muſt come when they can, 
not when they would, poꝛze p2iſoners caunot doe what they 
den re, and then why ſhould J be ſo haſTye Therefozetf ſafe- 
ly q may lav me downe, J will begulle vnquiet thoughts with 
quict ſleet e: it is ſayd that Galino bʒeedes no Derpents, noz 
doth Englands foꝛreſts nouriſh Beares 02 Liens, 20 
without hurt A hope J may geſt a while. Thus leaning pro, 
Margaret in a ſweete Gumber , ws willretuzne to Dube Ro- 

Mauing 


bert, oho had thus plotted his eſcape from his keepers, 
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Pauiug liberty ot the King to hawke and hunt, he determi⸗ 
ned on a day, as he ſhould folow the chaſe, to leane the hounds 
to the Part, and the hanters to theirhoznes and being bufte in 
their (pozt , himſeiſs would fly, which he perfourmed atthat 
is time, when hee appointed Margaret to miete him, Ind fo 
comming to the place, his Bo2ſeall in a water, and himſelfein 
aſweate,finding his Lone a fleepe,he awaked her with a kiſe, 
ſaying. Anle, fayze Margaret, now comes the time wherein 
thou-ſhalt bee made a Mucene : and pzeſently ſetting her on 
bozſebacke he poſted alway, 
Now when the Keepers (aww they had loſt his company, and 
that at the killing ot the game, he was nat pꝛeſent. they were 
among themſelues in ſach a matiny, that they were ready one 
ta ffabbe another. Jt was thy fault, ſayd one, that he thus 
eſcapt from vs, that had maze minde of thy pleaſure, then of 
tby pꝛiſoner, and by this meanes we are all vndone. The o⸗ 
ther ſayd as much to him that he had thought he had followed 
bun in the chaſe: but leaning at laſt this contention , the one 
polked vp to the a ing. while the others toaſted vp and downs 
the countrey ts ſearch fo: the Duke, who hauing kild his hozſe 
in traueling, was moſt vahappiiy met on fate with fayze 
Margaret. exe he could come to am Towne, where he might 
loꝛ money nets ED 
to take him, he defired Margaret to make Gheftfo2 her ſeiſb, 
and to ſake to eſcape them. But the being of acontrary mind, 
ſapd, ſhe would line and dye with him. 
Che Duke ſ@ing humſelſe teady to bee ſarpziſed , dzew out 
bis ſwoꝛd, and ſayd,he would buy his liberty with his life, be- 
fozehe would peeld tobe any mozea porſoner; and thereupon 
began a great fight befwirt chem, mſomuch that the Duke bad 
killed two of them: but himſelfe being ſoꝛe ivonnde?, and faint 
with euermuch bleeding. at length feit dotone being not able 
amp longer lo ſtand : and by this meanes the god Duke was 
taken with his lay ze love, i both ofthe:n cammrttedto paiſcn, 
But inthe meane ſpace, when Graics wife hav nuft her 
mats, and ſaw the was quite gone, the made great lamenta- 
tion fog her anong het neighbours:fo7 (he 'oned her as dearety 
I as 
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as an child that euer (he boꝛs ot her owne bod . O Margaret 
(duoth che) what cauſe hadſt thou thus to leaue mee :᷑ if thou 
didi unſicke of any thing why didſt thou nat tell me? If the 
wages were to littls, 3 wouid haue mended it: At the appa⸗ 
tell had betus to fimple , thou ſhoulde@® haus hav better: If 
thy wozks had bene to great. J would haue hav help foz thee. 
Farewell. wy ſwerte Meg, the beſt-ſernant that euer tame in 
any mans houſe many inay à haue of thy name, hut neuer as 
ny of thy nature, ih deligence is much in thy hands J laid the 
whole gouernment of my houſe, and thereby eaſed my ſelle of 
that care wyich now will cumber me. WE: | 
Beere the hath left mee my keies vnto my cheſts, but my 
comtoꝛt is gone with her pzeſence,euery gentle wo2d that thes 
was wont fo ſpeake comes now into my mind, her courteous: 
behauiour ſhall I neuer fo2get: with bow ſweete and modeſt a 
countenance would ſhee qualifie wy ouer⸗haſty nature? It re- 
peats my haxt that euer I {poke foule woꝛd vnto her. O Meg, 
wert thou here agaiue, I would neuer chide thee moze: but 
A was an vnwozthy dame fo; (ach a ſeruant : what will be- 
come ot me now , if J ſhould chance to be ficke , ſeeing ſheeis 
gone, that was wont to be both my Apoticarie and Phiſttion? 
ell, quoth her neighbours, there is no remedy now, but 
to reſt content, pou ſhall ste day heate of hei, doubt pou not 
and t hinke this, that ſhee was not ſo god, but you map get an⸗ 
other as god, and therfoze do not take it io heauup. W neigh - 
bout, blame me not to grieue, ſeeing J haue loſt ſo great a 
iewell, and (are J am petſwaded, that (cant in a bodies lle 
time, they ſhall meete with the like. 

I pꝛateſt, A would circuit England round about on my bars 
feete ts meete with her againe. O, my Meg was ſurely ſtole 
away fcom me, elſe would ſhe not haue gone in ſach ſozt. Her 
huſband on the other ſide grieued as much,and refted not night 
noz day riding vp and downe to ſeeke her:but ſhee,poze ſouls, 
i lat lockt up in pziſon,and therefoze cannot be met withall. 
But when the King vnderſtood ce his bꝛotheus elcape, he 


was maruellous wzath, giuiug great charge and commandes- 
ment when he was taken, that both his ties ſhould be put 2 
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and he kept in pziſon till bis dying day j appoynting ais. iat 
the mud chould toſe her life fo; pzeſamption inloung him. 
{his matter being rumozed ouer all tt cams to 
the cares of Gray and tis wife , who that Margaret 
alſa was there in pziſon appointes to dis, the gad aged woman 
newer reffed til ſhecame tv the court, whore kneeling befoze 
the Ring, with many teares ſhe beſdught his PaieTy to ſpare 
the maivens life. ſaying, Molt royall king conũ der I humbly 
befeech you, that the duke pour bother was able fo intice any 
woman to his laue, much moze a (@ly maiden,eſpecially p20- 
miſing her marriage, to make her a Lady, a Datchefe, oz a 
Nugne, who would refuſe ſuch an offer, when at the inftant 
they might get both a pzincely hu{band and a high vignitie ? if 
death be a Louers guervon; then what is due to hatred? J am 
in my heart perſaaded, that hav my powze Margaret thought it 
would haue bzev your highnes diſpleaſure , ſhe would neuer 
hane bought his lone ſo deare. Nad peut Gzace made it kno- 
wen to your commons, that it was vnlawful fo any to mar- 
ry the dune your bzother, who would hane attempted ſuch an 
action? if the had wulfully diſobaped pour E2aces commande- 
ment, the might haue bin thought wozthy of death ; but ſa⸗ 
ung ignozantly the offended , J beſech pour Gate recall ths 
ſentence, and let me ſill inioꝝ my ſernant , fo2 neuet will J 
rite til your ue have graunted my petition, 
vis Higbnes, who was ofnature merafull, beholding the 
womans aboundant teares, tune pitty on her, and graunted 
herſuite 3 which being obtained, ſhe went home with all haſte 
pefitble . And from thence. ſhe with her huſband taking their 
tony te Cardiffe taſtie, they came at that dery inſtant when 
the maiden was led toward hir death, who went in moſt top- 
full lot to the ſame, ſaying. that they were not wo2thy ta be 
accountsd true Louer s, that were not willing to die fv; loue: 
and ſo with a ſmiling countenance the paſſed on, as if he hav 
eaten Apium Riſus, whichcauſeth a man fo die laughing:but 
ber dame Gray ſæing her, fell about her necke, and withma- 
ny kiſſes imb2aced her, ſavmg, L hon ſhaft not die my wenth, 
but gas dame * „ 
ings 


hearing that be muſt loſe his eies, ſaid thus: the noble mins 


this ſmatt fo; ſome Qu. 02 P3incelle of high bioud , it might 
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Kingsleſfers; and with that ſhe deliveredthem v to the go⸗ 


 ueraozofthe Callie ,. who ceadingthem formd theſe wo2ds 


wzitten 3 Me parden the maids kfe,and graunt her libettie, 
but let her not pale, till e ſ@ her loners ties put ont,which 
we wil baus you todo in ſuch ſaat, that nat only the fight may 
periſh. but the c ie continue fairs, foz whichcauſe J bane ſent 
downe dodm Piero that he may execute the ſame, . 
The gouernour of the Caſlte haging read the Kingsletter, 
ſatd thus to the maiden, The Kings maiefty hath pardones 
toy life, andallawed thy liberty. but you muſt not paſſe be⸗ 
foze you ſee your louers ties put out. D fix, ſaid the maiden, 
milkake not pour (cife, they are my eics that uſt be put out, 
and not the Dukes : ashis offence grew by my meanes, ſd 
J being guiltie,ought to reteiue the puniſhment. . 

The kings commaundement mull be fulfilled,(aid the go- 
nerno2 : and therewithall D Robert was bzought fozth.who 


is neuer conquered by griefe,noz ouercome by milchance : bat 
as the Hart reneweth his age by eating the ſapent , ſo voth a 
man lengthen his life with denouring ſozrow : my eyes haue 
affended the King, and they muſk be puniſhed, my heart is 
in as great fault. why is not that killed 7 | | 

The Kings maieſty ſaid the gouerns2 . ſpares po ur life of 
meece lone, and one'y is content to ſatiſũe the Law wit the 
loffe of youretes, wherefoze take in god part this puniſhment 
and thinke vou haue deſerued greater than is granted. 

With this Margaret tried out, ſaping, D my dem., 
molt gentle Pꝛince. well may vou wiſh that J had never din 
boꝛne. who by («ing of nie mult loſe your ſight ; dut happte. 
ſhould J count my ſelle, if it ſo pleaſe the Kirig, that J mnght 
redeme thy cies to m ſelle, oʒ elle, that being an equatofen- 
do2, J might reteiue equall puniſhment: hadff then ſuſtaines 


with the moꝛe eaſe be bo2ne, but to indure it foz ſuch a one as 
J, it muſt nieds cauſe a treble griefe to be increaſed. 
Content tte faire Margaret ſaio the duke. fo; honoz ought 
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andriches, without virtue, are but clokes ofmaliciouſnes. And 
now let me take my leaus of thy beauty, foz neuer muſt 3 
behold thy face: notwi(hffanving J account my ties el lot, 
in that J do fa2go them fo2 (s pierieCe a paragon . Now faire 
'heauens, farewell, the Donne, Pane and Starres hall J in 
this wozid neuer behold againe; and farewel aiſo the fraitfull 
earth : wel may J fiele ther, but thoſe paze windowes ofmy 
body are now denied to view thee any moze : and theugh the 
woꝛld hatt neuer bin my foe, yet wil J bid it fareivel! tw, a 
farewell ail my friends ; whiles I line here in this wozld, J 
mult ſuppoſe to leep, wake when J come in heauen, where 
J hope to (@ pon all againe . Pet had it pleaſed the Kmg, I 
had rather haue lo my life than myeies . Life, why what is 
it but a floute. a bubble in the water, a ſpannelong, and full 
of miſerie ? of (ach ſmali account is life , that euery ſouldier 
will ſell iffo2 fix pence. And tralt me J doe now dete@ life, : 
2ſe than agoate doth hate baflll. / 
«With that the Doo pzeparedhisinffrument,and being 
ready to ſet to the Dukes eies, he ſaiv, O ſtay maſter dodo. 
till J haue conueped my lones countenance downe into mx 
heart: Come hither myſwete , and let me atne thee mp laſt 
. kiffe, while my eies may direct me to thy cherry lippes. Then 
imbzacing her in dis armes, he ſaid, O that I might giue the 
a kiſſe uf xx yeares long, and to ſatiſfic my grædie eies | 
thy faird ſight : pet it dothſomwhat conteat ne bet auſe ton 
art pzeſent at my puniſhment, that J maꝝ ho thee by the 
band. thecomfozt my heart at the ſodaine pꝛicke of my tie. 
This being ſaid, the Docts; perfozmed his dnetie , and ſo 
put out the criſtall fight; at what time D. Robert ſtaxted vy, 
and with a moſt manly courage ſaid, J muſt thanke his Pa- 
ieũie. that though he depzineth meof my ſight , vet de lcaneth 
me eies to weep fozmp ſinnes. But ſo ſane as Margatet bes 
deld the derde, ſhe fell vowne in a ſwomne and much avoe her 
dame had to retouet hir life: which when the duke vnder tod, 
he was wond;ovs wor, groaping fozher with his bleeding 
eres. laying. O where is my lone? foz Gods ſake haue regard 
to her , And *** godwile Gray — 
5 


af © man to death ſo Both vatne pleaſure flattervs, till it makes 
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her haue this fatour foz my lake, that ſhe may be bſed kindly, 
And with that theKepersicdhimanto the caffle , and Mar- 


ga. et was carted away wondzous ficke ans ill: but her dame 
was moſt tender ouer her, and would {affer her to lacke no⸗ 
thing. When ſhe was ſomewhat well recouered, her dame 
Cray ſet her on hoꝛſe backe: and at hor comming to Sloute⸗ 
ſter there was no linall toy. 


How Tom Doue beiug fallen to decay, was forſaken of his 
triends, and deſpiſed of his ſeruants: and hew in the end 
he was raiſed againe through the liberatity of che Clothi- 

ers. Chap. 14. | 
Ju as ſake the pleaſure of this wozld, follow a ſhavdow 
wherein is no ſubſtance: and as the adder Aſpis tickleth 


vs ſoꝛget God, and conſume our ſublkance,as by Tom Doue 
it is apparant , who had though a free heart , and a hberall 
mind waſted his wealth; and loke how his gods conſumed, 
ſo his kriends fled from him: And albeit he had beene of great 
ability, and thereby done god vnto many, yet no man regar- 
ded him in his pouerty , but caffing a ſcoznefull conntenance 
vpon him, they paſſedby him with lender ſalntattoninather 
would any of his old acquaint inte do him god, oꝛ pleaſurehan 
the value of a farthing ; his fo2mer friendſhip done tv them 
was quite fozgot, and he made of as much account, s Iob 
when he ſate on the dunghill, 

Hot when his wicked ſeruants ſawe him in this diſgrace 
with the wozld, they on thother ſide beganne to diſdaine him. 
Notwithſtanding that bee (to his great cofF-) had long tune 
bzought them vp, vet did they nothing regard it but behinde 
his backe in moſt ſcoꝛntull ſoꝛt derided him, and both in thett 
wo2ds and actions greatly abuſs him, renerence they would 


do none vnts him but when they ſpake, it was in ſuch mala⸗ 
pert ſozt ,as would grieue an honeſt mind to heare it. 

At laſt it came to paſſe, that bzeaking out into meere con- 
tempt, thep ſaid they would tay no longer with him, and that 


it was a great diſcredit to them, to ſerue a perſon ſo — 
Where⸗ 


VDzagons are dutifull to their nouriſhers , Bee better aduiſed, 


_—yourſupps2t,and he, that when all other ter ke yon did com- 
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wherenpon they thought it conuenient to ſeeke loʒ their bene⸗ 
fits elſewhere. When the diſtreſſed man found the matter ſo 
plaine,being in great griefe,heſpake thus vntothem. Now 
I find, to my ſozrow, the mall truſt that is in this falſe 
Why my maſters (quoth he) haue you ſo much fo2gotten my 
ſoꝛmer pꝛoſpexitis, that you nothing regarde my pꝛeſent ne- 
ceſſity : in your wants I fozſoke you not, in your ficknes J 
left you not, neʒ deſpiſed yon in your great ponerty : it is nof 
vnknowne, though pau doe not conſider it, That J toke fome 
of you vp in the high wax, other ſome from your needy parents, 
and bꝛought the reſt from mcere beggery to a houſe of boun⸗ 
ty, where from paltry bopes, J bzenght you bp to mans effate, 
and haue, tomy great coft, tau u a trade, whereby you 
map line line men. And in requitall of all my curtefle;coſt and 
god will, will rou now on a ſodaine foꝛſake me?is this the beit 
recompente that pou can find in pour hearts to yeeld me? 
This is farte from the minds ol honeſt ſeruants. The fterce 
Lion is ind to thoſe that ts him god: pincke but one thozne 
out ofhis fote; and foz the (ame he will ſhew manifold fauozs, 
The wiide Bull will not onerthzow bis Dam: and the very 


and call to mind, J beſecch you,that 3 haue not pluckt athozne 
out of your feete, but dzawne -your whole bodies out of perils, 
and when pou had no meanes to help your ſelnes, J onlpwas 


fozt pou in all pour extemities. 

And what of all this, quoth one of them ? becanfe pou foke 
vs vp pwzs , dothit therefoze follow, that wee muſt bee your 
lanes ? Me ars poungmen and foz our part, we are no łur⸗ 
ther to regard your p2ofit, then it may ſtand with our pꝛefer⸗ 
ment: My ſhould we loſe our benefit , fo pleaſure your If pou 
taught vs our trade, t bzought vs vp from bopes to men, pou 
had our ſeruice fo2 it, whereby you made no ſmall benefit, if 
you had as well vſed it, as we got it. But if you bepaze. you 
nay thanke your ſelfe, being a iuſt ſcourge fo2 pour pzodiga- 
litte, and it is my opinion plaine, that to ſtay with pou, ts the 
next way to make va, luke you, neither able toheip our ſelues, 

noz 
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10; our friends therefoze in bztefe,come pay me my wages, fo 
3 will not ſtap, let the reſt doe as they will foz J am reſolued · 

Tell ſapd his Paſter ifneevs thou wilt be gone, here is part 
ol thy wages in hand and the reſt, lo ſone as God ſends it, thou 
ſhalt haue it:and with that, turning to the reſt. he ſapd Let me 
pet intreat you to ſtay and leaue me not alcogether deſfitute;of 
helpe:by pour labours muſt I liue, without pou 3 know not 
what to doe.Conſider therefoꝛe my neede and regard mp great 
charge, and it foꝛ my ſake pou will doe nothing. take compalli⸗ 
on on inp poꝛe childꝛen, ſtaꝑ my ſliding kote, and let me not vt- 
terly fall thzough pour flying from me. 

@utſh'quoth ther) what do pou talkz to bs. We can haue bet⸗ 
fer wages and ſerue a man oft credit. where our fare (hal be far 
better, and our gaines greater:thcrefoze the we 21d might count 
vs right coxcomes, it we ſhould fozſake our p2cfit, to pleaſure 
you: there foe adieu, God ſend you moze monp, foꝛ pou are like 
to haue no moꝛe men and thus thep departed. 

When they were gon, within a while after they met one with 
another ſaying What cheere? are pon all come a wap: Jn faith 


AJ. what ſhould we doe elſe (quoth theyzbut hear'ft thou. ſirra, 


haſt thou got thy wages? Not pet ſaith þ other bnt 3 ſhall haue 
it, and that is a god, tis but r. (billings, @aiſt theu ſo quoth he 
now J ſee thou art one of S od almiqhties idiots, WWby ſo, ſaith 
the othet / Becauſe (quoth he) thou wilt be fed with ſhales:but 
Ile tell theeon thwg,t were beſt fo2 thee quickly to arreſt him, 
leſt ſome other doing it befoze there be nothing leff to pay thy 
debt hold thy peace, faire woꝛds make fwles faine and it is an 
old ſaying, Dne bird in hand is wozth two in buſh:if thou doſt 
not arreſt dim pzeſeutly, J will not giue thee two pente ſoꝛ thy 
ten ſhillmgs. Pow ſhall J come by hum ( quoth the other: Giue 
mee but twa pots of ale, and J le befray him ſateth he. 0 
they being agreed, this ſmoth fac d 4udas comes to his late 
Maſter ano fold him that a fried ot his at the doʒe would ſpeal 
with him. The vnmiſtruſting man thinking no euill. went to 
| — doe, where pꝛeſeently an wfficer arreſted hun at his mans 
nite. 
The poze man ſeeing this, being ſtrucken into a ſudden W 
ow, 


of Thomas of Reading; | 


row, um the grieſe of his heart ſpake to this effcct : Ah thoa 
lewd feilow,art thou the firſt man that ſeekesto augment my 
mtiery ? Baue I thus long ginen theo bzead, to bzeve my c 
nerthzow?and nouriſht the in thy na de, to wozke my de ſtruc⸗ 
tion? Full little did J thmke, when thon ſo often didit vippe 
thy falſe fingers in my diſh , that J gaue fobe to my chiefelt 
foe; but wiat boteth complaints in theſe extremes? go wife, 
quoth he vato my neighbours and ſœ it thou tanſt get any of 
them tc be my baile. But in vaine was her paines ſpent. Chen 
he ſent her to his kin(foikg. and they denied him: to his bꝛo⸗ 
ther, and he would not come at him. ſu that there was no ſhift, 
but to pʒiſon he maſt: but as he was going, a meſſenger met 
him. with a letter from Maſter Cole wherein. as you heard, 
he had pꝛomiſed him two hundzed pounds: which when the 
poze man read. he greatly reiopted, and ſuc wing the ſame to 
the officer, he was content. ta take his owne woꝛd. Ahereup⸗ 
on | om Doue went pꝛeſently to Reading, where, at his com- 
ming he found all the reſt of the Clothiers lamenting Coles 
batumely death. where the wofull wid dow paid him the mo- 
nep, by which derde all the reſt ol the Clothiers were induced 
to do ſomething foz Dove. und thereupon one gaue him ten 
pounds, another twenty,another thirtie pounos, to begin the 
wo2ldanew: and by this meanes (together with the bleſſing 
of God) he grew into greater credit then euer he was befoze. 
And riches being thus come vpon him, his fozmer friends 
came fawning vnto him, and when he had no nerde of them, 
then euery one was ready to pzoffer him kindneſſe. Pis wics 
ked ſeruants alſo that diſdained him in his diſtrefle, were after 
glad to come cra ping vnte him, intreating with cappe and 
knee foz his fanour and friendſh!p . And albeit he ſeemed to 
fo2gine their treſpaſſes done againſt him, pet he would often 
ſap, he would neuer truſt themfoz a ſtraw. und thus he euer 
afterliuedin great wealth and pꝛoſperilie, doing much god to 
the poze. and at his death, leſt to bis childzen great landes. 
How fatre Margaret made hier eſtatc and high birth knowne 
to her maſter and dame: and for the intite loue ſhe bore to 
Dule Robert, made a vow neuer to marry , but became a 
Nun in the Abbey at Gloceſter, Chap. i5. 
B After 


— 
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Feer fairs Aargaret was tome againe to Gloceffer, ne- 
uer did che behold (he cleare dey , but with a weeping 
eve: and fo great was the ſozrow which ſhe conceaned 
fo2 the loſſe of Duke R. bert her faithfall Loner, that ſhe 
btterly deſpiſed all the pleaſures ofthis life, and at laſt bewaaid 
her ſelfc in this ſoꝛt vnto her Dame. 
O my god Mater and Dame, to long haue J diſſembled 
my parentage from you. whom the froward diſtinies do pur⸗ 
ſac to deſerued puniſument. The wofull daughter am 3 of the 
v::bappte Earle of Shzewſbary , who euer ſince his baniſh- 
ment haue done nothing but dzawne miſchance after me:wher- 
foze let me intreate vou derte ꝙ after and Dame to haue pour 
gad wills, to ſpend the reinnant of my life in, ſome bleſled 
PBonalterte. 
When Gray and his wife heard this, they wondꝛed great - 
In, as well at hex birth, as at her ſtrange demaund UWtherenp- 
on der dame knew not hom to call her, whether Maiden oz 
Padam, but ſaid O god Lozd, are you a Lady and J knew 


it not! J am ſoꝛp that J knew it not befoze . But when the 


folkes of the houſe heardthat Margaret was aLady,there wag 
no ſmall alteration: and mozeoner her Dame ſaid, that ſhe had 
thought to haue had a match befweene her e her ſonne: And by 
many perſwaſions did ſxke to withdꝛaw her from being a Nun 
ſaping in this manner, What Margaret. thou art young e faire 
the woꝛld no doubt/bath betterfoztune foꝛ the, whereby thor 
mayl leaue an honourable iſſue behind the , in whom thou 


mapſt liue after death. 
Theſe and many other reaſons did they alleadge vnto her, 


but all in vaine the makingthis replie, A ho knoweth not that 


this wozld gineth the plraſure of an howze , but the ſozrow of 
many dates? foz it payeth euer that which it pzomiſetb , which 
is nothing els but continuall trouble and vexation ofthemind, 
Do you thinke,if I had the ofFerand choice ofþ mightieſt p;in- 
ces of Chziſtendame,fhat J could match my ſelfe better then to 
up Lo2d Jeſus? o na, he is my huſband, to whom 3 yeeldmy 
ſeife both body and ſoute, giuing to him my heart, my loue, and 
molſtfirme affection: J hane ouerlong loned this vile wozld? 


therefoze J beſeech you farther diſſuade me not. 
N When 


of Thomas of Reading, 


When her friends by no meanes colo alter her opinion, 
the matter was made knowne to his Gaiethe, who againft 
the time that ſhe ſhould be recetnodmto the monaſterie , came 
to Glauceffer with molt part of his Nobility , to honourher 
action with his pzincely pꝛeſence. 

All things being theretoꝛe pzepared the yong Lady was in 
molt p2incely wile attired in a gowne of pars white ſattin, het 
kertle oftheſame , imbzodered with gold about the ſkirts , in 


and pꝛetcious ſtones, hauing her gatre like thaiæds of burniſht 
gold,hanging downe behind her, in maner ol a pzincely bzide: 
about her iuoꝛp necke iewels of tneſtimable pzice were hung, 
and her handwzeaſts were compaſſed=bout with bzacelets 8 


baight ſhining diamonds, 


ſantly deckt with grene oaken boughs. Then came the pong 
Lady moſt lake uenly Angell out of her maſters hauſe; 
at what tint᷑ all the bells in Glouceſter were ſolemnly tung. 
ſhe being led betlwixt the Kings matefty, hauing on his ropall 
robes and imperiall crowne, and the chiele Biſhop wearing 
his Piter, in a Cope ot cloth ot᷑ gold, ouer her head a Canopy 
of white filke, fringed about in pzincely manner: befoze her 
went an hundꝛed pꝛieſts ſinging , and after her all the chiefe 
Ladies of the land: then all the wines and maivens of Gloa- 
ceſter followed, with aninnumerable ſozt of people on eneris 
@e ſtanding to behold her. In this ſoꝛt he paſſed on tothe 
cathedzall church,where ſhe wis b;ought te the unt gate. 

The Lady Abbeſſe reteined her: where the beantiful mai- 
den kneeling downe, made her pꝛaier in fight of all the people: 
then with her own hands ſhe vndid her virgins faire gowne, 
and toe it oF,and gaue it away to the poꝛe: after that, her 
kertle,then her iewels, bzacelets and rings, ſaping. Farewell 
the pꝛide e danity of this woꝛld. K he sznaments of her dead 
were the next ſhe gane away : and then was ſhe led on one 
fide, where ſhe was ffripped,and inſtead of her ſmocke of ſoft 
'flke,had a ſmocke of rough haire put vpon her. 


Then came one with a paire of ſheares, and cut off her gol- 
K 2 vent 


mot curious ſo2t, her head was garniſhed with gold, peaxles, 


Che ſtreets thzongh the which ſhe ſhould paſſe, were plea⸗ | 
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den coloured lockes, and with duſt and athes all beſfrewd hir · 
head aud fare. Mhich being done, ſhe was bꝛoght again into 
the peopls ſight barefot and bharelegu.to whom ſhe (aid: Now - 
farewell he ws2ld, farewell the pleaſures of this life, farewell 
mp Lozd the Ring, and to the Dukes ſweet loue farewell; 
now ſhall my eies wap fo2 my foz:ner tranſgreſſions, and no 
moꝛe ſhal my tongue talkłe of vanity: farewell my gwd maſter 
and dame, and fare well all god people. 

ZUith which woꝛds ſhe was taken away, and neuer after 
{ene abzoad. When duke Robert heard thereof, hee deſired 
that at his death, his body might be buried in Glouceſter : in 
that towne , quoth he, where firſt my cleare etes beheld the 
heauenlp beuty of my loue, and where foꝛ my ſake ſhe fozſoke 
the woꝛld: which was p:rfozmed acco20ingly. 

The Ring alſo at his death requeſted to be buried af Nea⸗ 
ding, foz the great loue he bare to that place, amongeſt thoſs- 
Clot hiers, who liuing, were his heartscounſo2t. Gray dying 
wonderous wealthy, gaue land to the monaſtery, wereints 
Margaret was faken. William, Fitzallen alſo died a me ſt rich 
man, hauingbatidcd many houſes fvz the poꝛe, whoſe ſonne 
Henry afcer was the firſt 9p noz that euer was in London. 

Sutton of @ailſbaury did alſc at his death much god, and 
gaue an hundꝛed li. tobe yearely lent to pe weauers of the 
towneto the wozlds end Simon of South-hampton gaue a 
moſt bounteous gift towards the building of a monaſterie at 
TUinchefter, Hodgekins of Halifax didalſo great god, and fo 
did Cutbert of Kendall, who had married xr:tf couples ont of 
hig o wne houſe, giuing ech of them x. u. to beginne the wozld 
withall. Mar tin Byram of Mancheſter gaue toward the buil⸗ 
ding ol a fice ſchole in Mancheſter, a great maſſe of monep. 
And thus (gentle Reader) haue I finiſhed my Stoꝛzie of thele 

woꝛthy men, deſiring the to take my paines in goo 
. part, which will incourage me to greater 

8 matters perceiuung this cur⸗ 

teouſly accepted. 
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